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THE SHILLONG LAW COLLEGE
DHANKHETI-MALKI, SHILLONG-793001

� : 0364-2224044
Fax : 0364-2224044

Email : shillonglawcollege@yahoo.com
No.Lc.20/Moot Court/Corres/2014-15/14 Dated Shillong, the 04/03/2016

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed Tender with Court Fees Stamp of Rs20/- (not-refundable) is

hereby invited for construction/furnishing of the Moot Court.
The details and specifications may be had from the Office of the

undersigned during working days upto 3:00 pm. The last date for submis-
sion of  Tender is 15th March 2016 and will be opened on the above date
at 3:30 pm. The Tenderers or their Representatives may be present.

The College Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any
tender.

(Dr. Sharif Uddin)
Principal

Shillong Law College

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
For the temporary post of Project Assistant under the

REDD+ Pilot Project being implemented by working Plan
Officer, Forests & Environment Department, Meghalaya,
Shillong will be held at 11.30 a.m. on 15th March, 2016. For
details please see the Notice Board of Working Plan Officer,
Forest Colony, Shillong. Phone no. 9436999192 &
8575326203.

Working Plan Officer
Working Plan Division
Meghalaya, Shillong

Shanmuganathan asks outfits
to abjure path of violence

Guv delivers lively maiden speech in Assembly

Governor V Shangmuganathan delivers his maiden address during the first day of
the Budget Session of the Meghalaya Legislative Assemby on Friday. (ST)

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Meghalaya
Governor V. Shanmuganath-
an gave life to his maiden
address with sound modu-
lation on the first day of the
Budget session of the As-
sembly on Friday narrating
the programmes and poli-
cies of the State Government
as he asserted that for last-
ing peace various groups
should abjure the path of
violence and come to the
negotiating table.

The Governor, however,
did not specify the groups
which are hostile to the state
government.

The Governor, with his
sound modulation, made
attractive to the listeners in
the Assembly, a speech
which did not have much
substance.

The Governor said,
"Peace and tranquility are
pre-requisites for develop-
ment of the state. My Gov-
ernment has adopted a
comprehensive strategy to
address the root causes of
militancy and insurgent ac-
tivities so as to achieve last-
ing peace for the growth
and prosperity of the State.
Despite certain concerns
and challenges, the overall
internal security and law
and order situation in the
state has been firmly dealt
with by the State security
agencies with the support
of the Government of In-
dia."

The Governor said that
festivals and national days
in the State were observed
in an atmosphere of gaiety
and amity and commended
the people of the State for
defying the bandh calls by
militant outfits which re-
vealed their commitment to
the values of peace and har-
mony.

He observed that peace
settlements have been
reached with groups who
have entered into dialogue
process and steps are be-

ing taken in right earnest for
their rehabilitation.

In this connection, he
added, "The Government
reiterates its commitment to
initiate negotiations with
groups which are inclined
towards peace dialogue,
provided they abjure the
path of violence and unlaw-
ful activities."

However, he maintained
that the Government is
equally firm in its resolve to
tackle anti-national ele-
ments and their activities

with full might of the State
and that the Government
will continue to invest ap-
propriately in the upgrada-
tion of security infrastruc-
ture and to this end a new
battalion of specially
trained and equipped com-
mando force has been
raised and is presently un-
dergoing training.

He said, "The intensive
and sustained counter in-
surgency operations car-
ried out by the security forc-
es against the insurgent

outfits have been effective
and are yielding positive
results."

The Governor in his ad-
dress saluted the men in
uniform who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the call of
duty and to the civilians
who fell victim to the vio-
lence unleashed by the mil-
itants and other anti nation-
al elements and stated that
while eight security person-
nel sacrificed their lives and
16 were injured, 21 civilians
lost their lives in the vio-
lence perpetuated by the
insurgent groups while 30
civilians were injured.

According to him, the
Government is committed to
ensure a harmonious and
secure environment for the
people of the State by pro-
viding effective support to
the State Police through
augmentation of manpow-
er and technological up-
gradation.

He added, "The Safe
and Secure City Project cur-
rently being implemented in
Shillong and Tura has
brought in the required de-
terrence leading to im-
provement in the security
scenario in the project are-
as.  The project will be ex-
panded to cover the remain-
ing district headquarters
and some important high-
ways in the State."

According to the Gov-
ernor, the situation on the
inter-state border has re-
mained (Contd on P-10)

Governor
arrives late

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Meghalaya
Governor V. Shanmugan-
athan arrived ten minutes
late in the Assembly to de-
liver his maiden address on
Friday.

As per practice, the
Governor was to address
the opening day of the
Budget session at 10 am,
but he arrived late leading
to a visible restlessness in
the House.

Though Speaker AT
Mondal and Chief Minister
Mukul Sangma accompa-
nied the Governor to the
House, Opposition Leader
Donkupar Roy was not in-
vited by the Speaker to ac-
company the Governor.

Hoping, Friday
remembered

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The Assem-
bly on Friday paid eloquent
tributes to the late leaders
of the state.

The members during
the obituary reference re-
called the contributions of
late legislators from State,
H S Lyngdoh, Friday
Lyngdoh, Founder Cajee,
Winstone Syiemiong ,
Miriam, Shira, Tylli Kyndiah
and legislators from other
parts of the country.

‘Special session’
for Jyndiang

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: HSPDP legis-
lator from Nongstoin, Dioss-
tarness Jyndiang, a novice
in the political arena attend-
ed his first session of the

State Legislative Assembly
on Friday.

Speaking to The Shil-
long Times after the House
was adjourned, as to how
he felt after attending the
Assembly for the first time,
he said, "It felt better… I
realize that as a legislator we
ought to follow the rules
and conduct of the House."

Jyndiang stepped into
the shoes of late HSPDP
supremo Hoping Stone
Lyngdoh who passed away
last year.

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The Synjuk ki
Nongsynshar Shnong ka
Bri U Hynniewtrep (SKN-
SKBH) has reiterated its de-
mand for making the Serv-
ice Rules inapplicable to
traditional institutions.

Stating this here on Fri-
day, SKNSKBH president
WR Kharshiing said that
the organization will hold
its general body meeting on
Saturday to discuss the fu-
ture course of action on the
issue.

It may be mentioned
that barely 20 days after the
State Government debarred
government servants from
holding office in communi-
ty based organizations, as-
sociations, traditional bod-
ies or societies, the State

Keep traditional
bodies out of Service

Rules ambit:
Reiterates Synjuk

Rodolfstar Syiem, an employee of PWD, passed away on
March 4. His funeral will be held on March 6 at 2 pm at
Presbyterian Church Nongrah

OBITUARY More local
reports on
Page-10

Cabinet made a U-turn on
the issue and amended the
Meghalaya Services (Con-
duct) Rules, 2015, directing
government servants to fur-
nish information on holding
such offices.

However, this move did
not satisfy the Synjuk.

Members of the SKN-
SKBH had staged a walk-
out from their last meeting
on the issue with Chief Min-
ister Mukul Sangma pro-
testing against the govern-
ment's alleged adamant at-
titude.

Reacting to a query on
whether the SKNSKBH
members had threatened to
teach the Government a les-
son in the 2018 Assembly
elections, Kharshiing said
the statement was made in
a lighter vein.

HNLC overground
workers arrested

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Shillong police on Friday arrested two per-
sons for circulating HNLC demand notes in the city.

East Khasi Hills SP M Kharkrang informed that on
getting information about demand notes being circulated
in Shillong and its suburbs by the proscribed HNLC, the
District Police swung into action and arrested one Vin-
cent Khyriem on Friday.

According to Kharkrang, on interrogation, Khyriem
admitted to have circulated the demand notes sent to him
from Bangladesh.

Later in the evening his accomplice, one Wankarlang
Rynjah (22) of Demseiniong was also picked up.

"Police investigation will reveal if any of the people
served with the demand notes have actually paid and if
there are more people involved (with the proscribed out-
fit)," he said.

Two mobile phones and 10 SIM cards of different serv-
ice providers were seized from their possession.

Kharkrang assured that the District Police is taking all
possible steps to ensure that no militant outfit makes in-
roads into the district. Earlier, BSF had claimed that the
HNLC is making efforts to revive itself by recruiting youths
in Bangladesh.

Diosstarness Jyndiang

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Striving for
the implementation of Meg-
halaya Compulsory Regis-
tration of Marriage Bill, Mait
Shaprang Movement con-
vener, Michael Syiem
staged a protest in front of
the Secretariat here on Fri-
day.

Syiem, who has been
campaigning for the cause
for the last 30 years, stood
alone with a placard at the
main gate of the Secretariat
from 1 pm to 4 pm protest-
ing against the delay in
framing of rules for the
Meghalaya Compulsory
Registration of Marriage
Act, 2012.

Syiem added that the
MSM will intensify the ag-
itation if the government

‘Lone crusader’
Michael Syiem
stages protest

Marriage Bill row

Mait Shaprang Movement convener, Michael Syiem
stages a protest in front of the Secretariat on Friday. (ST)

fails to respond on the mat-
ter.

He said that as part of
the 30th year of the cam-
paign the movement had
also put up banners across
the city but many of them
have been torn down.

Campaigning for the im-
plementation of the Act
since 1986, Syiem recollect-
ed that the Act was passed
in the State Assembly in
2012 without any debate. He
said that the rules of the Act
have to be approved by the
State Cabinet.

The Act envisages com-
pulsory registration of all
marriages between people
belonging to any caste,
tribe or religion and it would
also include registration of
re-marriages and live-in re-
lationships.

Fair price shop dealers call on DC
By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The Fair Price Shop Dealers' Association on
Friday met the East Khasi Hills Deputy Commissioner ap-
prising him of the problems faced by the dealers in the
wake of the implementation of National Food Security Act.

They also felt that the entire population of the State
should be covered by the food security act. The DC as-
sured to look into the matter. A number of residents have
complained of their names not featuring in the beneficiar-
ies list for receipt of ration cards under the food act.

Pressure group
slams govt

approach to
border dispute

solution
By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Expressing
concern over the long pend-
ing inter-state border dis-
pute between Meghalaya
and Assam, the Meghalaya
Indigenous Youth Federa-
tion (MIYF) has said that the
neighboring state is not a
competent authority to re-
solve the matter.

Drawing attention to the
Chief Secretary's recent
statement that talks on bor-
der dispute may resume af-
ter Assam polls, the MIYF
slammed the government
for submitting the "territo-
rial documents" to Assam.

"By submitting the
documents the Government
has given Assam a claim
over the disputed land at a
time when the indigenous
people of Meghalaya are
being harassed by the
neighboring state," the
MIYF said in a recent state-
ment. The MIYF also urged
the three autonomous dis-
trict councils in the state to
fight for the people of the
border areas.

The KHADC CEM was
also urged to approach the
Union government to pro-
tect the Scheduled areas
within the jurisdiction of the
Council.

NEW DELHI: Elections to
assemblies will be held in
Assam, West Bengal, Kera-
la, Tamil Nadu and Puduch-
erry in April-May, it was an-
nounced on Friday, in the
biggest popularity test for
political parties since the
2014 Lok Sabha battle.

Nearly 170 million people
will be eligible to vote in the
staggered exercise that will
see a two-phase polling in
Assam, a six-phase ballot-
ing in West Bengal spread
over seven days, and a day's
battle each in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry.

Assam (126 seats) will
vote on April 4 and 11, and
West Bengal (294 seats) on
April 4-11, 17, 21, 25 and 30
and May 5, Chief Election
Commissioner Nasim Zaidi
told the media.

Kerala (140 seats), Tamil
Nadu (234 seats) and Pu-
ducherry (30 seats) will go
to the polls on May 16.
Counting of votes in all five
states will take place on
May 19.

Within hours of the an-
nouncement, West Bengal's
ruling Trinamool Congress
announced its candidates
for all the 294 assembly
seats but it also expressed

5 states to vote in April-May;
biggest battle post 2014

its displeasure over the de-
cision of spreading the vot-
ing into six phases.

The key players in the
five-state electoral battle in-
clude the Congress, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the Left, Trinamool,
AIADMK, DMK, Asom
Gana Parishad, the AIUDF
as well as the NR Congress
that rules Puducherry.

Although the BJP is a
contender for power only in
Assam, the outcome in all
five states is important to it
because of the two major
defeats it has suffered in
Delhi in February 2015 and
in Bihar later in November.

However, before two
consecutive defeats in Del-
hi and Bihar, the BJP formed
governments of its own in
Maharashtra, Haryana and
Jharkhand whereas it shared
the taste of power in the
country's only Muslim ma-
jority state Jammu and
Kashmir for the first time.

While the Congress is in
power in Assam and Kerala,
it faces a stiff challenge in
both states.

After Lok Sabha polls
debacle, it lost badly in all
the states including Mahar-
astra, Haryana and Delhi but

performed well in Bihar,
where it formed the grand
alliance with Nitish Kumar's
Janata Dal-United and Lalu
Prasad-led Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal.

A resurgent BJP has tied
up with regional groups like
AGP and Bodo People's
Front to dislodge the Con-
gress in Assam.

The Left is confident of
returning to power in Kera-
la, where the BJP is deter-
mined to open its account
in the state assembly and
has tied with SNDP's politi-
cal outfit Bharath Dharma
Jana Sena.

The Trinamool strangle-
hold has forced the Con-
gress and the Left in the
state -- for decades bitter
enemies -- to try to close
ranks. Although, the BJP is
a minor player in the state,
but is leaving no stone un-
turned.

Ranged against the rul-
ing AIADMK in Tamil Nadu
is the Congress-DMK alli-
ance.

The BJP is also trying to
team up with the DMDK
while several other regional
parties may float a Third
Front in the state.

The Congress is the main

opposition in Puducherry.
For the first time in elec-

tions in India, the NOTA
(None Of The Above) cate-
gory would be represented
by a "symbol" - like party
symbols - and photographs
of all candidates would fig-
ure on the electronic voting
machines (EVMs) with their
symbols, Zaidi said.

He said the Model Code
of Conduct would come into
effect immediately in all five
states.

The April-May polls will
be the biggest electoral con-
test in the country since the
Lok Sabha election brought
the Narendra Modi-led BJP
to power nationally.

The number of voters will
be 19.8 million in Assam, 25.6
million in Kerala, 57.9 million
in Tamil Nadu, 65.5 million
in West Bengal and 927,034
in Puducherry.

Zaidi said elaborate secu-
rity arrangements have been
made for all the five states
to ensure fair and free elec-
tions.

Central armed police forc-
es and state armed police
drawn from other states
would be deployed in the
five states during the poll
period. (IANS)

Purno no more...
(Contd from P-1)  tried to wake him up but he did not respond. They immediately rushed him to hospital in an
ambulance where doctors declared him brought dead. "We only prepared formalities like making death certificate and
embalming the body," one of the doctors told The Shillong Times.

Till his last day Purno attended the Lok Sabha session and was listed to speak on the budget. He had health
problems during the last Lok Sabha polls for which he campaigned in wheel chair but he was fit and fine till the last
hours.

Purno apparently made a last attempt to get up from bed may be during the early hours of the morning following the
heart attack but could not get up. His one leg was out of bed indicating that he tried to get up but in vain.

The nine time MP was 68 and is survived by his wife Sorodini Sangma, two sons - former MLA Conrad Sangma and
sitting legislator James Sangma - and two daughters - former MP from Tura Agatha Sangma and Christie Sangma - who
is currently residing in Australia, besides grandchildren.

Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan announced the news of his death in the House, which was adjourned for the
day paying last respect to the former Speaker who ran it most smoothly and brought many reforms in the legislature.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi who once pushed Purno for the highest constitutional post of President was one
among the first to reach the hospital to pay respect.

President Pranab Mukherjee, against whom Porno had contested, said in a condolence message sent to his wife, "I
am sad to learn about the passing away of your husband. Please accept my heartfelt condolences and convey them to
all members of your family. I pray to the Almighty to give you and your family the strength and courage to bear this
irreparable loss."

Vice President Hamid Ansari, who had released one of his books, also condoled his demise.
While expressing deep grief over Sangma's demise, Speaker Sumitra Mahajan who arrived along with the Prime

Minister said he knew how to run the House with a smile and added, "I learnt this from him."
Sonia Gandhi, with whom Purno fell out on her 'foreign nationality' issue, said that the nation had lost a tall leader

and the North East had lost an important voice.
Condoling the death of Sangma, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was a self-made leader whose contribution

towards the development of the Northeast is monumental. Sangma's tenure as Lok Sabha Speaker 'is unforgettable'.
His down-to-earth personality and affable nature endeared him to many," Modi said, adding "Sangmaji was deeply

influenced by Netaji Bose."
Born on September 1, 1947, Purno was first elected to the Lok Sabha in 1977 and never lost an election. But from 2008

to 2013 the Tura seat was held by his youngest daughter Agatha Sangma following Purno's decision to return to state
politics.

He was also a lawyer and journalist prior to his plunge in the sea of politics.
He was elected as the Tura MLA in 2008 and went on to form a coalition government with the regional UDP for a brief

spell of about a year before it collapsed and the Congress returned to power in Meghalaya.
In 1977, he was elected to the 6th Lok Sabha from Tura (Lok Sabha constituency) and remained a member of the Lok

Sabha until 14th  Lok Sabha, except for the 9th Lok Sabha. From 1980 to 1988, he served the Union Government of India
under various capacities. He served as the Chief Minister of Meghalaya from 1988 to 1990. In 1991, when he was elected
to the Lok Sabha again, he again served the Union government until 1996 when he became Speaker of Lok Sabha.

Sangma who was the NCP general secretary was expelled from the Congress on May 20, 1999, along with Sharad
Pawar and Tariq Anwar for raising the banner of revolt against Sonia Gandhi over her foreign origin issue. He was one
of the founders of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) along with Sharad Pawar and Tariq Anwar in 1999.

In January 2004, Sangma created a split in the NCP. This happened after Sharad Pawar became close to the NCP's
former rival Sonia Gandhi.

After losing a battle for the NCP election symbol, Sangma later merged his faction with the current Chief Minister of
West Bengal and TMC chief Mamata Banerjee's Trinamool Congress, forming the Nationalist Trinamool Congress. He
resigned from his Lok Sabha seat on October 10, 2005 as a member of AITMC/TMC, and was re-elected as NCP
candidate on February 2006. In the Lok Sabha elections in 2004, Sangma was one of two NTC MPs elected. He resigned
from the 14th Lok Sabha in March 2008, to take part in Meghalaya Legislative Assembly election.

Sangma resigned from NCP on June 20, 2012 after opposition from Sharad Pawar over his Presidential candidature.
Sangma whose candidature has been proposed by AIADMK, and BJD and later, supported by BJP as well, contest-

ed against Pranab Mukherjee for the post of President.
He lost to Pranab Mukherjee in the results declared on July 23, 2012.
On January 5, 2013, Sangma launched the National People's Party at the national level. The NPP secured two seats

of Meghalaya Legislative Assembly in the 2013 polls.

Assembly adopts resolution...
(Contd from P-1) such an extra ordinary innings in political and public life.

Later, for the second time, the chief minister was in tears when he said that the demise of Purno was a great loss for
the people of Garo Hills.

"The death of the great leader has created a vacuum. In the near future I do not know whether any leader will be able
to reach that level. And it is a great loss particularly for my people of Garo Hills," the chief minister said this in tears and
sat down by stating that he would not be able to speak further.

Earlier, the chief minister said after he joined politics, he had the privilege of hearing many good things from the great
leader and also about issues he raised about Garo Hills and the Garo tribe.

The chief minister also recalled his association with Purno while he was studying MBBS at RIMS, Imphal as many
grievances of the students were addressed by him.

Sangma also remembered how Purno as the Chief Minister had engaged himself with people at Rockside Bungalow
in Shillong though his tenure was short lived due to instability.

"Moreover, it was quite encouraging for me as a young leader to sit glued to the TV to watch the proceedings of the
Parliament when he was the Lok Sabha Speaker," the chief minister recalled.

Purno deserved the title...
(Contd from P-7) the most successful political leaders not only in the State but in the country as well. He was known
for his humility, hard work, unselfish attitude and his humor."

"He has been a source of inspiration to many and his presence had ensured a sense of security in the minds of the
tribal people. His passing away has created a vacuum and is a great loss not only to his family members or near and dear
ones but to the State and the country as a whole," he said.

The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), which Purno had co-founded, also expressed deep shock and sorrow over
the premature and untimely death of (L) P.A. Sangma.

NCP president Sanbor Shullai said (L) Sangma was the founder member of the party and his contribution to the party
was immense. "He served under different capacity and was a man of the masses. He was a great parliamentarian and
was respected by all the political parties irrespective of their affiliation.

"With immense grief, we recall the contribution of his social and political career to the state of Meghalaya in general
and to the people of Garo Hills in particular and the nation as a whole."

 "With his demise, we have lost a renowned national leader and an illustrious scholar who was full of ideas and
vision," Shullai said. Meghalaya Pradesh Congress Committee chief D.D. Lapang also expressed profound shock and
grief at the untimely demise of P.A. Sangma.

Lapang recalled his very long association with Sangma, within the Congress till 1999 and afterwards in the State
Assembly and other walks of life.

Lapang recalled that he had functioned as the deputy chief minister when Purno was the Chief Minister, and had
shared eventful moments together.

Lapang described Sangma as a multifaceted personality who was a great orator and was endowed with unique
administrative skills.  Lapang said the big void created following the passing away of Sangma would be difficult to fill.

The Meghalaya State Council of the Communist Party of India (CPI) also condoled the death of P.A. Sangma.
In a statement released to the press, the party said that he was a leader with a vision and rose to an eminent position

in the national political scene due to his starling qualities and capabilities.
His death has created a void in the present day political scenario in Meghalaya which will be hard to fill.

Shanmuganathan...
(Contd from P-3) by and large peaceful. He said, "A Joint Committee with representatives from all the political

dialogues has been constituted to carry forward the dialogue with their counterparts in Assam, in order to build up a
political consensus on the matter at both ends."

When Purno Sangma became...
(Contd from P-7) Deputy Chief Minister Rowell Lyngdoh, who is the contemporary of late Purno, recalled his associa-
tion with him and said that even before joining politics, he was vibrant as a young advocate and youth leader.

"During the Emergency period in 1975, when the then Chief Minister Capt. W.A. Sangma put many leaders including
Purno in jail, this did not de-
ter his fighting spirit," Rowell
said.

Rowell also recalled that
Purno used to take him along
during his visits to West Khasi
Hills.

Deputy Chief Minister R.C.
Laloo said if Purno Sangma
was not there, he would not
have been in state politics.

He also recalled that Purno
had sanctioned Rs 7 crore and
instructed him to start 1, 000
primary schools within a year.

Sports and Youth Affairs
Minister Zenith Sangma said
it was Purno who inspired him
to join politics and to be ac-
tive in this field with confi-
dence.

Transport Minister H.D.R.
Lyngdoh recalled his associ-
ation working as a junior min-
ister under Purno.

Health Minister A.L. Hek
said during the tenure of MPA
government, he had acted as
guide and philosopher.

Taking part in the discussion, Speaker A.T. Mondal remembered the days when he was associated with the late
leader and pointed out that Purno helped in empowering the people of Phulbari in terms of providing infrastructure
development in the area affected by frequent flood.

While Urban and Municipal Affairs Minister Ampareen Lyngdoh termed Purno as the ambassador of the North East
and a person who left behind a legacy which needs to be emulated, Metbah Lyngdoh (UDP) said that Purno was ever
ready to help people at any time.

Congress member R.V. Lyngdoh said the late leader showed to the world that the sky is the limit in terms of
achievements. UDP legislator Jemino Mawthoh pointed out that Purno was concerned about the interest of the tribals.

Later, the members observed a two-minute silence to pray to the departed soul.
When the sad news came to MLAs

An otherwise jovial tea time, after the Meghalaya Governor V. Shanmuganathan addressed the House on the first
day of the Budget session on Friday, turned into a gloomy atmosphere when the news regarding the sudden demise of
P.A. Sangma reached the Assembly at around 11.15 AM.

Former Chief Minister D.D. Lapang said in the Assembly that the cheerfulness which the legislators had, suddenly
gave room to sadness after the news regarding the death of Sangma trickled in.

Assembly Speaker A.T. Mondal said it was shocking for him to learn the P.A. Sangma was no more at a time when
he was accompanying the Governor after his speech.

"I initially thought that it was a rumour, but after crosschecking with the police I released that it was true to my utter
shock," he said. Chief Minister Mukul Sangma had also said that he had to cross check and confirm the news since it
had come all of a sudden.

First proposal from Salseng
Former Chief Minister and Congress leader Salseng C Marak said in the Assembly on Friday that it was he who had

proposed the name of P.A. Sangma to get elected to Parliament from the Congress party in 1977.
According to Marak, after Purno left the Congress, he was tempted to join NCP, but did not do so and in fact he

wanted Purno to re-join the Congress, but in vain.
A true nationalist, son of the soil

Opposition leader Donkupar Roy said that Purno Sangma left the Congress and triggered a debate whether a person
of foreign origin can become the Prime Minister of the country.

"He was a true nationalist as he believed that only an Indian born should be the Prime Minister of the country and
in this context he sent a clear and loud message that only the son of the soil should the head of the country," Roy said.

Prez post contested to convey a message
The legislators in the Assembly recalled that Purno Sangma had contested the post of President to send a message

that a tribal man can make efforts to reach the highest post in the country.
When former Chief Minister and the Congress leader S.C. Marak asked Purno why he should contest the post of the

President, the reply was that "We have to show our spirit as tribal".

A political legend...
(Contd from P-7) Sangma would recall his own naivety in agreeing to move the anti-Sonia campaign in 2004. At the time
when the plot was hatched there were several senior Congressmen who egged him on to lead the charge. He trusted
them and even believed that Sonia Gandhi would yield to pressure from within the party and step down voluntarily. But
the Congress split and the NCP was born.

Some of the senior members of the Congress who are still with the party virtually let him down. But that is politics.
The tribal in P.A. Sangma could not read the signs of the times.

Those close to Sangma have many interesting narratives. He was the blue-eyed boy of Late Rajiv Gandhi and
travelled extensively with the former Prime Minister. Rajiv too depended a lot on Purno for feedback on the region.

He was perhaps one person from the North East who was closest to the Gandhi family including Late Indira Gandhi
under whom he served in various ministries from 1980-1984 and later under Rajiv Gandhi as Coal, Labour and Commerce
Minister etc. Sangma's proclivity to change parties had however taken a toll. People were no longer ready to jump
fences with this veteran politician. The Congress benefitted from this and Sangma had no other option but to align with
the BJP. He continued to nurse a fond hope that BJP would award him with a ministry considering his vast experiences.
But that has remained only a dream!

RIP Purno Agitok Sangma. You have run the race and have won some and lost some.

Condolences pour in...
(Contd from P-7) condolence message to the family on behalf of the district council.

A two minute silence was observed at the council during the condolence meet and a holiday declared for the rest of
the afternoon in honour of Sangma.

Former Governor of Meghalaya and Assam, Dr. Bhishma Narain Singh, also conveyed his grief at the sudden death
of Purno Sangma, whom he referred to as "an old ally with whom I devoted long years in the economic & cultural
integration of North Eastern states".

"Today I remember him deploying his public speaking and oratory skills to espousing and advocating the cause of
all-round development of North Eastern states, the former Governor said.

"I offer my condolences to Agatha Sangma the inheritor of P.A. Sangma's legacy as a crusader for rights and
upliftment of North Eastern people," he added in his condolence message.

Daryl William Ch Momin, grandson of first Chief Minister of Meghalaya Capt. Williamson Sangma, who had con-
tested against P.A. Sangma for the Tura Lok Sabha seat during the 2014 general elections, expressed shock at the
leader's death.

"It is a great loss to the State, the people of the North East and the nation. A leader whose name we have been
hearing for as many years as we can remember has contributed so much for the region. His name has almost become a
synonym for politics in this region," Momin said.

"Being the last person to have contested against this great leader, I have no regrets losing to him. I am honored and
blessed to have known him. He was truly a blessing to Garo Hills and I will miss him," he added in his condolence
message.

The Post Graduate Students' Union (PGSU) of NEHU Tura campus has expressed shock on the sudden death of P.A.
Sangma. "It is a great loss to the Garo community, Meghalaya and the entire country. He was also a contributor to
NEHU Tura Campus," informed PGSU president Silning D Sangma.

The Tura Bar Association, with whom Late P.A. Sangma was closely associated for many years since the time he
began practicing law, have also expressed their shock and grief at the sudden demise of Sangma.

"Late P.A. Sangma was a person having sterling qualities of head and heart and was active and cheerful nature and
a man with a quality of being a leader. The Tura Bar Association and the State has lost a great asset whose loss appears
irreparable," stated the association.

Addressing a press conference here on Friday, NEIGRIHMS Director A.G. Ahangar conveyed his condolence over
the death of the sitting Tura MP and former Lok Sabha speaker.

The Khasi Jaintia Deficit School Teachers' Association also sent its condolence over the sudden demise of P.A.
Sangma. In a statement release to the media, the Association said he was one of the tallest politicians to have served
the State and the North Eastern region.

The Garo Students' Union Nagaland Zone and the FKJGP Bajengdoba Circle also expressed shock and sadness at
the sudden demise of Late P.A. Sangma. They described Sangma as a visionary leader and a strongman in politics from
the North East region who worked tirelessly and selflessly for the development and upliftment of the region.

Meanwhile, the Central Puja Committee Meghalaya held an emergency meeting to condole the sudden demise of
P.A. Sangma in Delhi. The USTM and the ERD Foundation along with the entire ERDF family expressed profound grief
and shock at the sudden demise of P.A. Sangma.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi writes the obituary message for former Lok Sabha
Speaker, P.A. Sangma in New Delhi on Friday. (PIB)
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