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REGULARS

 Growing Pains
Delhi-based writer and film critic, Neel Chaudhri, currently with the First City Theatre Founda-

tion, reviews the Founder’s Day English play

As a boy growing up, Alan Bennett had experience
of the kind of teachers portrayed in his play The His-
tory Boys. So too might have Arjun Rao, the director
of the BHKBC production of Bennett’s play, and once
a student of an English-style public school himself.
As a History teacher at The Doon School, he has also
a good idea of these ‘Boys’ - that is, of course,
Bennett’s kind of boys. And what of the boys them-
selves? Well, judging by the ease with which they pre-
sented this difficult, verbose and, at most times, af-
fecting play, it would appear that this is a world not
too far from their own classrooms, dorms and play-
ing fields. It is, as they would tell you themselves, too
close to home.

From a distance, The History Boys is about a class
of exceptionally bright boys being ‘prepped’ for
Oxbridge by their little Sheffield grammar school. In
the intimate space of the theatre however, behind the
sheer of plot and setting, it is a play about growing
up, about boys who are still boys, but being pushed
towards the threshold across which lies an uncertain
‘manhood’. Here the BHKBC production benefited
greatly from not having actors in these parts, but boys
themselves. And though Sheffield might seem a great
distance from Dehradun (in more ways than one), the
Doon boys made this play their own. They were natu-
rally awkward about things when required, and played
the cocky and smug without performing them. Ten
minutes into their production the ‘artifice’ had ceased
to matter and it was no longer odd (as it is with so
much amateur English theatre in India) that the boys
answered to ‘Rudge’ and ‘Crowther’, or even ‘Mrs.
Lintott’!

The direction of
the play was
unintrusive and yet all
there. It almost felt as
if the boys had been
taught about the right
angles, postures and
manners of speech
(“project! project!”)
without being in-
structed. This is a rare
achievement for a
school production, to

not have all those many moments where the hand and
booming voice of their master/director are conspicu-
ous. There were only a few lapses in the form of hand
gestures that belong to a new hip-hop generation and
self-conscious glances into the audience. The lighting
and production design too, seemed tastefully func-
tional, and a playlist of evocative British pop-rock
songs served as soundtrack interludes.

The main draw of The History Boys, however, is in
its frank and sensitive depiction of affection - more
specifically, homosexual affection and those of a
paederastic, yet lovable teacher, Hector. And in this,
one feels the BHKBC have stepped up to presenting
not just a ‘good’ production but also a very important
one. The Headmaster of the school, Arjun Rao and
the boys themselves, must be commended for ‘daring
to’, especially since middle-class ‘liberal’ sensibilities
today seem more confused and contradictory than
ever.

A final word about the acting. While all of the boys
fit quite snugly into their jackets and pants (and skirt),
three performances stand out. Vivaan Shah shows a
lot of promise as Irwin, bringing out the character’s
emotional diffidence and intellectual authority in pro-
portion. Usman Ghani Khan could not be further away
in physical dimensions to Richard Griffiths, the
chubby thespian who headlined the play on stage and
in the screen version. Yet, he is a charming and confi-
dent Hector, a teacher with ‘problems’ but adored
nonetheless by the boys. But the play really belongs
to Anindya Vasudev who, as Posner (the most affec-
tionate of the lot), seems to have loved his part the
most and hence makes the most of it.
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NEWS-IN-BRIEF

My silent sound is very good.
Avijit Nagar appreciates the sounds of silence.
The board of governs are here.
Aswath Kunadi, tongue-tied.
Just agree the fact.
Ashwath Kunadi tries to persuade.
Have you had the wings of a chicken bone?
Shivam Katyal, on flights of fancy.
I am at your humble servant.
SDA, the dedicated one.
Go announce all the House Common room.
Himmat Singh, loudspeaker.
Are you having your spoon?
Ayush Agarwal, what will he eat next!
Everybody, light-outs by ten-thirty.
AKM, conserving(s) electricity.
There is too much butter in this cheese.
Anirudh Kapur, sharing a melting moment.
He became an MP and then stood for elections.
Eeshaan Puri on the campaign trail.
MP means Member of Party.
Eeshaan Puri Makes a Point.
Rawat Band’s first symphony is better than Beethoven.
Nikhil Sinha, the maestro.

MAPPING SUCCESS

”“Unquotable Quotes

Three teams from The Doon School represented by
Aditya Gupta, Pranjal Singh, Sriyash Kishorepuria,
Jayavardhan Singh, Amitabh Sahai, Abhishek Sharma,
Yojit Mehra, Ashray Patel and Ayush Bengani partici-
pated in the All India Map Quiz: Regional Round.
The teams qualified for the National Map Quiz and have
been placed second overall in the regional round.
Congratulations!

TOTALLY TENNIS
The Doon School Tennis team, escorted by VSM, par-
ticipated in the IPSC Tournament held at Scindia
School, Gwalior from October 16-22. The results are as
follows:
Under-19 Team
Tanveer Singh, Rituraj Raizada, Abhimanyu Chandra and
Shantanu Garg reached the semi-finals and lost to Mod-
ern School.
Under-17 Team
Harnaresh Singh and Abhishek Gupta reached the fi-
nals and finished runners-up, losing to Modern School.
They won the IPSC Silver for the event.
Individual Category
Tanveer Singh, Shantanu Garg, Harnaresh Singh, Piroune
Balachandran and Raghav Nath reached the quarter-fi-
nals of their respective categories.
Abhishek Gupta won the IPSC silver in the Under-17
category, losing to Modern School in the finals.
Abhimanyu Chandra won the IPSC gold in the Under-
19 category, beating Hyderabad Public School in the fi-
nals. The tournament saw one of the best performances
of the school team in recent years.

Abhimanyu Chandra and Abhishek Gupta have been
selected to represesnt the IPSC Team in the Under-19
and Under-17 categories, respectively, of the SGFI Na-
tional Games. Harnaresh Singh and Piroune
Balachandran have been selected as reserves in the Un-
der-17 and Under-14 categories, respectively.
Congratulations!

Publication appointments for the year 2007-08 are:
The Echo, 2007-08:
Editors-in-Chief: Vikram Aditya Chaudhri,  Anirudh
Gupta
Chief Of Production: Madhav Bahadur

The Circle, 2007-08:
Editor-in-Chief: Ayyappa Vemulkar
Chief Of Production: Saksham Sharda
Editor: Saurav Sethia
Associate Editors: Arnav Sahu, Umang Newatia
Correspondents: Shashvat Dhandania, Vivek Santayana

The Doon School Yearbook, 2007-08:
Editors-in-Chief: Rachit Khaitan, Hanumant Singh
Chief of Production: Samkit Sethia
Editors: Dilsher Dhillon, Anindya Vasudev

PUBLICATION POSTS

Opinion Poll

The careers’ notice board will focus on Mass Com-
munication as a career in the coming week.  All
interested should look it up.

Do you think marching forms an integral
part of athletics?

YES
 48%

No
5 2 %

CAREER CALL

Next Week’s Question: Do you take the questions
of the Opinion Poll seriously?

Watch the melding of our minds and their confusion.
Between black and white

Lie shades of grey.
The words that say themselves

Defining our dimensions.
Materialism has a part to play:

The idea was killed
Soon as it was born

By our reason
And our wisdom,

Seemingly so comfortable
Within our painted skins,
Swaddled by uncertainty

No one ever wins.
My griefs reflected

In the mirror of your countenance –
Gilt-edged,

Blurred by tears,
Some put it down to the angst of my adolescence.

Perhaps by itself,
A lonely soul

On an uncertain road.

K.P. Somaiah
Uncertain Road

*   *   *
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What do you get when you add nineteen students, three amazing masters and a whole week in Delhi and Mumbai?
You get one awesome time. At first, the idea of simply going to Delhi and Mumbai was unbelievable. No one thought
it would happen, until it actually did. And when it did, boy, it was fun.  Organizing meetings and arranging for the props
and travel plans in the middle of our Founder’s celebration is quite a painful task (poor ABQ – she was left to pack all
the costumes all by herself!). It was chaotic, confusing and irritating at first and all that we could see were the sheets of
addresses and phone numbers that might come handy during the trip. Despite all the commotion, it was pretty obvious
that all twenty-two of us – the cast, the crew, the masters and our fans (our parents) were excited.

Our flight to Mumbai was at 2:45 in the afternoon and all having reached the airport hours early (all because of
KAR going on and on about how it was so hot and that he wasn’t going to wait for anyone for more than a minute),
we were ready to go. Here is where came our first experience (for most of us at least) in a little airline called ‘IndiGo’.
Still a little hesitant to board the plane, after a bit of persuasion from KAR, (he glared at all of us trying to stuff
sandwiches down until the airline finally allowed us on with all the food!) all of us entered and got what we least
expected, a whole aircraft!  We’re just kidding. It was a pleasant flight filled with a lot of talking (why was KAR going
on and on about us keeping quiet?), listening to music, reading, eating and, unfortunately, paying for the food (KAR
told us that AAQ’s wallet was stuffed and that we shouldn’t hold back at all!). Watching the clouds below and around
us and rehearsing dialogues under our breath, all of us knew that we had to put up a great show (KAR was looking
really nervous throughout the flight – we think it had nothing to do with the show but that he ate too much at Cheetal
on the way to Delhi).

Mumbai greeted us with it warm sea breezes as we landed, and everyone dispersed to their or their friend’s
houses to get some rest (at least that’s what KAR kept asking, and then ordering us to do!) before the show. We
congregated once again, on the 9th of October, in the all-women’s Sophia College (Ambar and Durga couldn’t get
enough of the place but KAR didn’t let any of us explore!), and started getting used to the new auditorium which
was one of the most professional auditoriums most of us had ever performed in (you could even hear Rohan right
at the back!). We were tired but excited. Everyone wanted to prove their worth and it finally boiled down to the fact
that this was it.   The performance? It was astounding. The brilliant acoustics coupled with the apprehension
building in all of us resulted in a performance that left us amazed. People were actually laughing! The DSOBS of
Mumbai had organized a dinner where all of us fed the number of Old Boys with facts for them to reminisce about
their schooldays. After dinner, all of us departed with our escorts, some of us driving along the glittering Marine
Drive and the other sights of Mumbai. Like they say about the city, “You love it, or  you hate it.” And we sure did
love it.

The next day, after exploring Mumbai with some of our fellow actors who actually lived there, we all met at the
airport to catch the night flight to Delhi. Most of us were late and KAR looked as though he would have an
aneurysm and AAQ kept pacing the length of Mumbai airport, peeking into every car waiting to see if Hanumant
Singh had made it there yet! The airline people were great and checked in all our luggage (including Vivaan’s coffin-
esque suitcase) in record time and then everyone ran through the terminal ‘Love Actually’-style with KAR bringing
up the rear.  This time, our flight was a little different. We were all sitting towards the middle of the aircraft waiting to
take off when to our surprise (and AAQ’s horror), smoke started to come out from above the overhead cabins to fill
the aircraft. We all jumped up, but then, after a prompt response from the air hostess (“It is the mist of the A.C.”) we
sat down again and chatted about our time in Mumbai. KAR was undoubtedly tired as it didn’t take him more than
half a minute to doze off as AAQ finally lost it and said, “If I get embarrassed again…”. The “…” shut us all up for
a while.

The next day saw us preparing at yet another venue, and more importantly, for a new audience. After a very
hospitable welcome from the Vasant Valley community and a quick lines rehearsal, we found ourselves standing in our
costumes, with the audience filing into the hall..  This show meant a lot for us all as two years ago, we had performed
‘Complete Works of William Shakespeare’ which received a brilliant response from the Vasant Valley community and
parents alike. This also put a lot of pressure on us, as expectations had to be met. And so they did! The show, that day,
was for all parents and other people who might have wanted to come to watch the show. They too enjoyed it, especially
the ‘French scene’ (ahem, ahem!) After yet another great performance, if we may so ourselves, (and certain instances
of excessive adlibbing that had KAR cringing occasionally) all of us departed, after receiving a standing ovation from
the audience during our curtain call.   All of us geared up for the final performance.  There was a moment that caught
us all off-guard right before the show. KPB suddenly walked into the room (while we were in our traditional huddle),
and all of a sudden, the responsibility of performing well for the last time hit us all.  When NDTV reporters crowded
around the cast after the show, we were thrilled about the entire performance and began to realize that maybe, just
maybe, the two and a half months of KAR’s screaming at us had been worth it.  As we were asked questions we were
terribly excited and made so much noise that all of us got edited from the report!  The only person featured was
Anirudh Kapur who, instead of going on about the show, went on about his legs!

And then we were back. Before we knew it, we were driving in through Chakrata Gate, back to test weeks, athletics,
boxing, early morning Hindi classes (and House Rounds for KAR, AAQ and ABQ). No more afternoons  in the
library amusing Mr. Das, no more ‘Because the world is round, it turns me on’, no more walking sticks. All we have are
a lot of photos, a lot of memories, a lot of dialogues that we will never forget and a couple of lines in a language that
we may never speak again. As someone wrote: ‘Pack up all my care and woe, Here I go, Singing low, Bye bye blackbird’.

A Truly Histor ic  Tour
Anindya Vasudev and Vikram Aditya Chaudhri share their experience on the trip to Delhi and Mumbai for

the play, ‘The History Boys’
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Sr.No

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

Name

Abhimanyu Raj Singh
Abhimanyu Walia
Achshay Singh
Akshay Dobhal
Aditya Ajmani
Ajai Atal
Akash Maheshwari
Amritesh Rai
Apoorva Joshi
Arjun Sengar
Arjun Singh
Armand H. Khambatta
Angad Saxena
Ayushman S. Jamwal
Akaash Pathare
Avyay Jhunjhunwala
Anish Dundoo
Alok Arora
Chirag Hirawat
Chirag Nangia
Chetan Aggarwal
Gurshant Singh
Gaurav Gupta
Himanshu Mishra
Indresh Pathak
Jehangir Chinoy
Karan Dhar
Kushagra Kumar
Karm Naresh Singh
Karma Thinley Bhutia
Karm Choudhry
Kinshuk Kocher
Mehul  Bhatkoti
Mihir Misra
Niladri Biswas
Pranay Budhraja
Pranay Agarwal
Prateek Patnaik
Pranav Swarup
Pulkit Baheti
Rajat Sabharwal
Rajnush Agarwal
Raunak Bawa
Rijul Kochher
Rohanjit Chaudhry
Rishabh Jain
Sahil Aggarwal
Sharad  Bajla
Shoumit Mukhopadhaya
Shubham Gupta
Siddharth Swarup
Uday Pratap Singh
Vaibhav Bansal
Vansh Bhatia
Vashisht Garg
Vijai Atal
Vishal Sonthalia
Vishesh Goel
Yash Rajiv Gandhi
Zain Rehman
Anant Kothiwal

Course

Graduation
Law
B.B.A.
B.B.A.
Economics
Graduation
Engineering
Economics (H)
English (H)
Graduation
B.B.A.
Graduation
B.B.A.
Graduation
Mechanical Engineering
Graduation
Graduation
Chemical Engineering
International Affairs
C.A.
B.Com.
Graduation
Engineering
Economics (H)
B.Tech.Computer Science
Aviation
B.Com.
Pilot Training
Graduation
M.B.B.S.
Engineering
Economics (H)
B.A. (P)
B.B.A.
B.Com.
B.B.A.
B.Sc. Computer Science
History (H)
B.Com. (H)
Economics (H)
B.Com. (H)
Bio-Medical Engineering
Pilot Training
History (H)
B.Com. (H)
B.Sc. Computer Science
B.E. in Industrial Engg.
Graduation
Biomedical Engg.
Graduation
Bachelor in Business Mgt.
Economics (H)
Accounting
Civil Engineering
Graduation
Graduation
B.E. in Biotechnology
B.Com. (H)
History (H)
Graduation
Graduation

Institution

Amity, Noida
Nalsar University of Law, Hyderabad
Lancaster University,UK
Ness Wadia College of Commerce, Pune
SRCC, Delhi University
Duke University, USA
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta,USA
SRCC, Delhi University
Ramjas College, Delhi University
SRCC, Delhi University
Cardiff University, Wales,UK
Brock University, Canada
Narsee Monjee University,Mumbai
Cardiff University, Wales,UK
K.J.Somaiya College, Mumbai
University of Southern California,USA
University of Cincinnati, Ohio, USA
Imperial College of London, UK
The George Washington University,Washington,USA
Institute of Chartered Accountancy, India
SRCC, Delhi University
Amity, Noida
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA
St.Xavier’s College, Mumbai
Uttarakhand Tech. University
Sunrise Academy, Florida, USA
Jai Hind College, Mumbai
American School of Aviation, California,USA
William And Mary College, USA
Vydehi Institute of Medical Science, Bangalore
University of Southern California,USA
Hansraj College, Delhi University
Ramjas College, Delhi University
Muskingum College,USA
City College, Calcutta
Amity, Noida
University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign, USA
Hansraj College, Delhi University
Sri Aurobindo College, Delhi University
SRCC, Delhi University
Bhagat Singh College, Delhi University
Manipal Institute of Technology, Manipal
Aviatour Flying in Cebu City Phillippenes
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University
Hansraj College, Delhi University
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University
Thapar University, Patiala
SRCC, Delhi University
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta,USA
SRCC, Delhi University
Singapore University of Management, Singapore
St. Andrew’s, UK
University of Manchester, UK
DAV Institute of Engg. and Tech., Jalandhar
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA
Duke University, USA
Manipal Institute of Technology, Manipal
Hansraj College, Delhi University
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University
University of Southern California, USA
McNeese State University,USA
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Squash, though still not very popular, is one of the
fastest racquet sports played today.  It is one of those
games which requires skill and amazing reflexes. Even
though Uttarakhand is not a major bastion of the sport,
we still made a reasonable attempt at the Junior National
Squash Meet held in Mayo College, Ajmer. We trained
for a month and pushed ourselves to the limit.  Our
endurance and grit was tested and developed, and our
skills were finely honed.  By the 14th of October , we
were ready to participate at a competitive forum of for-
midable standards.

We reached Mayo on October 15, and after some
logistical difficulties, we finally managed to get a squash
court to practise in. To our dismay, the courts did not
feel at all like the ones back home. It was tougher to kill
the ball and rallies stretched longer than ever. The drop
shot seemed ineffective and the lob shot took on more
importance. This was due to the fact that temperatures
in Ajmer were much higher than Dehradun, which led
to the ball rising to almost double the height. Once we
had adapted to the new environment, we could finally
check our draws and get ready for our matches. During
this time, we also had an opportunity to watch Harinder
Singh and Parth Sharma (the under-19, India seed 1 and
2) play.  Watching them, we realized how much potential
the four walls of the court held. Shots which we could
never imagine were used effectively during play.

Due to our below par performance in the previous
years, Uttarakhand’s draws were not favourable. Most
of us had to play the seeded players in the preliminary
rounds, but this did not intimidate us. If we had to go
down, we would go down with guns blazing! Many of us
got through to the second round, only to fall to seeded
players. Udai Singh fell to the second-seeded Parth
Sharma, while Chitwanjot Singh lost to Andhra Pradesh
rank one. Anant Jangwal, Salil Gupta, Anant Agarwal
and I were knocked out in the second round. Keshav
Prasad and Tushar Agarwal had tough first-round
matches and lost after putting up a good fight. Sumaer
Sandhu, however, reached the pre-quarter final round,
where he lost to a player from West Bengal in a well-
contested match. We had a continuous learning experi-
ence during this tournament, and even though none of
us got to the quarter-finals, going for the tournament
was worth the effort.

Now we know where our skill stands and how much
more effort is required to reach a substantial level.  With
School having produced squash players of national re-
nown like Sanjit Roy (ex-125 J ’62; three-time national
champion) and Udai Singh (ex-166 TB ’90), we can cer-
tainly be inspired to rise to greater heights, with pa-
tience and hard work.

Sriyash Kishorepuria reports on the recently
concluded Junior Squash Tournament

The Doon School Weekly (DSW): Tell us something
about yourself.
Namrata Pandey (NMP): Before coming to Doon, I
did my Master’s in Clinical Psychology  from Delhi Uni-
versity and thereafter took a course in guidance counsel-
ling from NCERT.  I have been working as a career coun-
sellor for the past twelve years and have spent the last
four years working for an overseas education company
as branch manager in Chandigarh.  My daughter is nine
years old and my husband serves in the army.
DSW: How crucial a role does a career counsellor
play in an institution such as this?
NMP: Well, in an institution such as this there is always
a lot of scope for work.  There is so much information
out there and career counsellors such as myself deci-
pher all this information for the benefit of the student,
who would, otherwise, be daunted or confused by such
multilayered and tedious processes.  Students here need
to discover what is right for them and this is exactly what
I am here for.
DSW: What exactly is the job of a career counsel-
lor?
NMP: Career counsellors have to guide students in de-
ciding about their future.  We give them options and
ideas they would, otherwise, not be aware of.  We open a
whole world of opportunities for the student and pro-
vide him with neccessary alternatives as well.  A coun-
sellor must help students to achieve their goals and solve
their queries.  Contrary to popular belief, help with uni-
versity admissions are a very small part of this job.
DSW: Concerning where and what are you asked
for the most information and guidance?
NMP: A lot of boys have come to me to ask me about
admission processes to US universities.  I have been asked
to highlight rankings, course specifics and, of course,
aptitude tests.  The A and S formers have been consult-
ing me on some advice for future career possibilities, as
well as subject selection in senior classes.
DSW: Do you have any message for the school com-
munity?
NMP: Yes. I request students to consult me so that they
are cognizant of what the future has in store for them.
They must also be aware of the various career options
that are available.

Freaky Facts
� Human thigh bones are stronger than concrete.

� It’s against the law to have a pet dog in Iceland.

� The elephant is the only mammal that can’t jump.

� Like fingerprints, everyone’s tongue print is different.

� A giraffe can clean its ears with its 21-inch tongue.

� An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.

Mansher Dhillon interviews Namrata Pandey, who
is the career counsellor at School

Seeking CounselSquash at Ajmer


