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Tedious Talks

Vikramaditya Kapur gives suggestions to make talks more interesting for the students

There are two inherent features of a good talk: an engaging orator, and a relevant issue. Even if the issue is remotely
associated with the life of a student, the speaker should be able to captivate his or her audience’s attention. Unfortunately,
talks that we students are made to sit through (on account of their being compulsory) are now being regarded as School’s
penultimate punishment. After all, spending close to an hour of your Saturday, listening to a lecture on an issue completely
unrelated to your lives as students or one which is delivered in an extremely monotounous manner, does come across as
aform of punishment. 7 :

Before I come across as another student who is simply ranting mindlessly | bel 'eYe that some talks
against the system, 1 would like to justify my views. Neither am I saying held iIn School are
that talks are unnecessary, nor am | saying that they are a sheer waste of i i
time. I believe that some talks held in School are extremely interesting extreme I_y . Interestin g
and beneficial. However, such talks are few and far between. Most talks @nd beneficial. However,
are either given in a very sleep-inducing, droning voice, or have very little guch talks are few and far
to do with students’ lives and interests. It is these talks that make it very vy
difficult for a student to show any kind of interest or to learn anything. In between.

“Even the most forceful 'It\tlwe past, ta_lks giv_en by speakers such as Lord Bilimoria and Mr
andan Nilekani were greatly appreciated by the students for
prefects are not able to keep their humour and content. On both the occasions, the speakers

Doscos awake and alert in successfullyinvolved the students in their talks and made the entire
experience enjoyable and enriching.

such talks. After all , You can So the question I want to ask is: why can’t the School ensure
lead a horse to the water, thatmosttalksare conducted in the same fashion? If the talks are

- made interesting, then there would be no need to make them
but you cann ot force it to compulsory. I'm sure the School authorities have our benefit in

drink.” mind when they plan such events, but no student will benefit
from a talk if he sleeps through it. Indeed, there are a few hopeless

N\ students who sleep in nearly every talk, and there is not much one
doonspeak Ican do about them. But when an overwhelming majority of the
:audience is ignoring the speaker, the talk clearly isn’t worth it. Even

the most forceful prefects are not able to keep Doscos awake and

Compulsory talks... lalert in such talks. After all, you can lead a horse to the water, but

I Can only be valued by students in years to come - lyou cannot force it to drink.
Iomy I' Taksarea major part of one’s school life and | believe they
I Don't deserve to be compulsory - UdbhavAgganNa||shouId continue to be held frequently. However, the system of
Are needed - Utkarsh Jha |conducting talks clearly needs a face-lift in order to make the process
I Are a waste of time - Hussain Haider |interesting and beneficial for the students. Why not reduce lecture

Should be held for limited audiences most of the ltime and increase the time for question-answer sessions? Why not

time but some of them should be held for the whole luse videos, pictures and slideshows to convey the message to students?
I school - PBR ITalks can be a welcome break from the monotony of classroom

Lead to sleeping in the AV Room — Kartikeya Luthra Iteaching and a good way of making students aware, as long as they

Are degenerative for the uninterested mind - Udai 8are interesting.

Bothra I After all that's been said, I hope that I am able to witness a day

Clash with too many activities — Suraj Bishnoi lwhen a talk is announced and Doscos reach the venue, willingly.
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«Y) Regulars

LamMba

The following boys have been awarded Distinction in their
respective LAMDA Examination Categories:

Grade 4 Speaking of Verse and Prose: Rohan Anand Hundia,
Chaitanya Kediyal, Amol Pajni, Vansh Agarwal, Anany Sethi
and Rudra Srivastava

Grade 5 Speaking of Verse and Prose: Karan Sethy and
Atharva Matta

Grade 6 Bronze Medal Speaking in Public: Pulkit Agarwal
Grade 7 Silver Medal Speaking in Public: Pranay Raj
Kapoor and Vikramaditya Kapur

Grade 7 Silver Medal Speaking of Verse and Prose: Imroz
Suri

Grade 8 Gold Medal Speaking in Public: Raghav Puri
Grade 8 Gold Medal Speaking of Verse and Prose: Aditya
Vikram Gupta and Vihan Khanna

Well done, all!

TALKS

There was a talk conducted by Dr Indu Pande on the ‘Impor-
tance of Mottos’ on Saturday, September 10, 2011.

There was also a talk on Film as a ‘Visual Media in Society,
conducted by Mr Sumanta Banerjee on Saturday, September
10, 2011.

EXCHANGE

We welcome Uday Soni from the Kings School, Sydney, who
is here on Exchange till November 14.
We wish him a fruitful stay!

JUNIOR DEBATING

The following are the results of the Inter House Junior De-
bating Competition:

1st: Tata

2nd: Oberoi

3rd: Jaipur

4th: Kashmir

5th: Hyderabad

MaTHs CoLLOQUIUM

The following are the results of the Senior Mathematics
Colloquium:

1st: Yash Singhania

2nd: Prahlad Singh

Well done!

doontoon

?u pils /Fa-—-‘-é““’
Fhccocized oy

Madhav Dutt

GoLF
In the Inter School Golf Tournament held in Manesar,
Gurgaon, on September 1 and 2, the School stood 17th.
Well tried!

| Report|

UK Trip

Madhav Mall reports on the literary trip to the United King-
dom, held during the summer vacation

During the summer vacation, fourteen boys including myself
visited England as part of a literary trip, accompanied by PRC
and JNX. Our first stop being London, we landed at the
Heathrow airport and started preparing ourselves for the exciting
and enriching times ahead.

In London we visited a number of museums and other
monuments of historical and literary importance. We visited the
St. Paul’s Cathedral where Prince Charles married Lady Diana.
This was followed by a visit to the Big Ben, also known as the
Great Clock of the Palace of Westminster, which was constructed
in 1854 after the Great Fire of London. Our sojourn in London
would have been incomplete without a trip to Buckingham Palace;
the working place and the residence of Her Majesty The Queen
Elizabeth Il and a ride on the London Eye.

Among the museums, we visited the Victoria and Albert
Museum, and the Tate Museum. The first one, named after Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert, houses all kinds of art forms including
afine array of Indian and Chinese art forms. On the other hand,
the Tate Museum, exposed us to works of art belonging to the
Surrealist Movement which included paintings by Pablo Picasso.

After London, we headed to the University of Oxford
where we saw Christ Church College, Worchester College and
the University College. We were also lucky to see the village
where parts of the Harry Potter series were filmed. Cambridge
was next on our itinerary. The ancient university city of
Cambridge has college buildings of all architectural styles. There
we saw King's College, Queens College and Trinity College.
We also had the opportunity to do Punting, which is a form of
boating with a long pole on the River Cam. Visits to these
universities were dreams come true for me.

We then returned to London where we visited the famous
wax museum-Madame Tussauds’. Needless to say, we became
quite the chutterbugs there, getting pictures clicked with our
favourite stars and personalities. With that we concluded our
tour of London and packed our bags for Stratford-Upon-
Avon; Shakespeare’s birthplace.

In Stratford, the first thing we saw was Shakespeare’s house.
It was so well preserved that one half expected Shakespeare
himself to walk out the door and greet you. We also saw Anna
Hathaway’s (Shakespeare’s wife) cottage and had an introductory
talk on Shakespeare’s life and the times in which he lived and
wrote. We were also lucky to see Macbeth being performed at
the Royal Shakespeare Centre, followed by a group discussion.
We also attended a workshop where my friends and | learnt
about the intricacies of staging a Shakespeare production. On
the whole, it was an extremely enriching experience.

With that, the wonderful trip came to an end and we started
the return journey, thinking about the stories we had to narrate
and the souvenirs we had to gift.
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Should Classes Be Recorded?

Point
Utkarsh Jha

I am prone to missing classes. This term, due to various
Inter-School events such as the DSMUN and Chuckerbutty
Debates, | have not been able to attend a full week’s classes
even once. Everytime | tell myself that I shall never miss
classes again, an irresistible opportunity to participate in
some event or the other comes my way. When I try to
cover up what | have missed, the process turns out to be
extremely tedious. | need to ensure that | academically am
up to the mark, but at the same time, I don’t want to
forgo any of my activities. In such a situation, having a
recording of the classes could be the solution to all my
problems.

Moreover, absenteeism is not the only reason why
classes should be recorded. At times recordings are useful
for understanding and revising concepts. All you need to
do is log on to a software or domain such as Kalinga and
watch a recording of the class in which the lesson was
taught. Such a system would also benefit someone who
would like to understand a topic while preparing for his
board examinations during winter vacation.

Recordings, if made accessible, could also be useful
for students who are underprivileged. For instance, we
could use our recordings to educate students at our social
service sites like Sapera Basti and Gyanodhay Vatika.

Despite all the upsides, many would argue that this
system is too difficult to implement. However, | would
like to emphasize that perfecting any system takes time. It
took years for us to get the internet speed we currently
have and probably as long to have an efficient domain
login system. Similarly, implementing this idea will take
time, but once we have overcome all the difficulties, our
efforts will bear fruit. Considering the growing number
of off-campus activities and increasing academic pressure,
the need for such a system grows daily.

Moreover, some would say that going to the teacher to
clear doubts or to cover a missed lesson would be far
more beneficial. This alternative is probably more
impractical than the suggestion given above, considering
that teachers do not have the time to hold separate classes
for every absentee.

Recording of classes is not a new concept and has
already been implemented at various institutions of learning
for some time now. To make life easier, Doon has to
upgrade its technology to the highest level; technology will
undoubtedly be the key to obtaining the much desired
combination of academics and extra-curricular activities.

Opinion <ol

Should classes be recorded?
Yes 37 %

No 63%

(321 members of the community were polled)
Next week’s question: Do you think the Inter-House Soc-
cer Competition should be spread over a longer period of
time?

Counterpoint

Raniz Bordoloi

An impractical suggestion that is being floated around in
School these days is of recording classes. I firmly believe that
classes should not be recorded. The suggestion is logistically
not viable and if implemented would have serious
ramifications on the style of teaching and learning at Doon.

Let us first look at how the process of teaching will be
impacted. In class, a student tries his best to pay attention and
follow everything that is going on. However, if classes start
getting recorded and the opportunity of viewing them is
available for the student, the feeling of sincerity might diminish.
The student might slacken at the best possible chance and
leave the class footage for future recourse. A certain feeling
of dependency will arise which may prove to be harmful for
the student in the long run.

“Implementing this idea will
take time, but once we have
overcome all the difficulties,
our efforts will bear fruit.”

Moreover, when a student starts relying on recordings,
the CCTV replaces the teacher as the primary guide for the
student. Classes provide a suitable medium for a student’s
relationship with the master to grow. The bond between them
is strengthened by the routine academic discussions
accompanied by an informal atmosphere. The setting up of
cameras might make the environment too formal. This can
reduce a certain feeling of openness and can instil a feeling of
shyness in the students. They might become reluctant in
clarifying their doubts. Even the teacher might become
conscious and adopt an artificial style of teaching. Every
teacher has a distinct style of teaching and it will certainly be
affected if teachers feel they are being monitored at all times.

Another important reason why the system of recording
classes will fail is because students won’t get the time to listen
to recordings. After having seven schools in a day, would any
student be able to find enough time to listen to the classes
again?

Then there is the issue of logistics. We all know how difficult
it is to resolve logistical problems at School and this system will
only create newer problems. It will be expensive to implement
and even more expensive to maintain. Moreover, there is the
whole issue of our recordings being accessed by outsiders. We
all know how our physics practical assignments have been copied
in the past and it is possible that our recordings will meet with
the same fate. After all, there is no reason to provide a valuable
service like teaching for free to outsiders.

Besides, if our recordings are uploaded on YouTube or
any such information sharing site, we are likely to receive rogue
comments for incidents that might have been unintentional
or have been misunderstood. There are always small,
wayward incidents in classes and we certainly do not want
outsiders misunderstanding them.

Considering the shortcomings of this system, it is clearly
not desirable.
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| Interview|

The Executive Assistant

The Doon School Weekly interviewed Wg. Cdr. Anupama
Joshi, the recently-appointed Executive Assistant

The Doon School Weekly (DSW): Tell us a bit about your
professional career.

Wg. Cdr. Anupama Joshi (APJ): | joined the Air Force in 1992
as a pilot; it was the first time that the Indian Armed Forces had
opened their gates to awoman. It gave me the perfect opportunity
to do something for the country. After being promoted to the
rank of a Wing Commander, life became monotonous. Choosing
to do something different, | pursued my management degree
from IMA Ahmedabad. Following the completion of my degree,
I worked for a company involved with microfinance and worked
in the sector of rural banking. | went on to become the CEO of
that company. Finally, | decided to do something completely
different. So, | took up the post of Executive Assistant and joined
The Doon School.

DSW: What prompted you to join the Air Force?

APJ: My disciplined upbringing assured me that the Armed
Forces would be the best option for me. | also believed in
breaking new grounds. Since the Army was hardly considered a
place for a woman at that time, | regarded myself a pioneer and
took the first leap.

DSW: Why did you choose Doon?

APJ: It is no secret that The Doon School is one of the leading
educational institutions in India. I firmly believe that it is one of
those schools which have a proper vision of what it expected of
students now, and in the future. | aspired to be a part of its
legacy. I think this is why | chose Doon.

DSW: What was your first impression of Doon?

APJ: The students were the first to attract my attention. Probably
because they all need a nice haircut! Since | come from an Army
background, I immediately felt the need for a stricter system.
Besides, the aesthetic sense of the students must be acknowledged.
Also, I was delighted to work in an atmosphere like Doon’s.
DSW: Why did you choose a school over a business
institution?

APJ: | love working with the young generation. It is interesting
to see the widening generation gap. One can learn a lot from
children and it is often rewarding. Also, the consequences of
embracing Doon’s reputation and prestige must be taken into
account.

DSW: With which activities do you plan to involve yourself?
APJ: I am inclined towards psychology and would like to aid
students in that particular subject. Microfinance is my forte, so
I look forward to helping anyone in that subject as well. Among
other things, I would like to participate in adventure sports if
possible.

Letter To The Editor

Corruption: The Bane of our
Democracy

I congratulate the Weekly on encouraging a debate on
perhaps one of the most important topics since
Independence - Corruption. It is wonderful that opinions
have been expressed by Mr. Faroogi and Kanishka Malik.
In the National Press, a similar debate is going on with
interesting articles by Arundhati Roy and Pritish Nandy.
Another article that has tried to highlight the grass-roots of
this problem is by an Old Boy, Murad Ali Baig, titled “Taming
the Corrupt Chota Babus'. I urge you to read the article by
Murad.

The debate on corruption is very important, for if lack
of honesty is corruption, then one should not limit this
discussion to just money. The basic values of honesty would
mean ‘honesty of time’ as punctuality, ‘honesty of purpose’
as integrity, ‘honesty to your friends’ as camaraderie and
‘honesty with all others’ as Leadership. The lack of these
basic values has led to corruption, which then manifests itself
in dubious financial ways. A lack of such forms of honesty
has brought about rampant cutting of trees in the mountains,
resulting in loss of water in our river systems. I can tell you
that when we were in School, both the Yamuna and Ganga
were often swollen and now they have dwindled into being
mere streams. Who is responsible for this state of affairs in
the country? Obviously, another form of corruption that is
manifesting itself. Garbage from Kashmir to Kanya Kumari
littered all over the country and a population that uses the
entire nation as one large lavatory is, in my opinion, a form
of corruption.

The rise of Shri Anna Hazare and Baba Ramdev is the
result of a lack of governance. If these two are put down,
another four will crop up like mushrooms until the vacuum
created by lack of governance (and the resulting corruption)
is rectified.

Should a democracy follow the same feudal system of
revenue collection by sending the Patwari’s revenue in pre-
determined amounts up through the Girdhawar, Kanugo
and Tehsildar right upto the Raja? Our Democracy cannot
justify inheriting this sort of a feudal model.

I am sure that some of you will agree with what | say
and some would argue against it. Let the debate continue
for I can assure you, the students of today will find that this
issue of corruption, in its various manifestations, will be the
greatest challenge that they would face. In many ways, | am
sorry that our own generation has left this mess for the future
generation to clean up.

Darshan Singh (ex 90-T - '62)
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