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DSMUN 2014

Vireshwar Singh Sidhu reports on the DSMUN conference held in the School between the 15th and 17th of Angust

The dates for DSMUN '14 had been earmarked in the calendar by all, some of whom had eyes on the prize,
others who were simply looking forward to socializing and meeting new people. The many days, let alone
hours putin by the Secretariat in organizing the conference, right to the very fine details, all boiled down to the
15th of this month. The extravagant tent on the Old Basketball Courts was up, delegates were done with their
preparations. All final instructions had been issued. It was now time to open the gates of Chandbagh to letin
the 500 participants who had made the trip from far and wide!

The Doon School Model United Nations 2014 was bigger, better and grander than its previous editions, in
terms of size, organization as well as quality of debate. There were a total of fourteen committees, 42
participating schools and almost 500 delegates. The salient feature of the conference however, was that the
level of debate was consistently high, in spite of the fact that many delegates were first timers. The first day saw
a brief address by the President and the Secretary General of DSMUN '14, following which committee
sessions began. A little slow to gather steam, all committees were soon in full flow and constructive debate was
in order.

Varied topics were deliberated on in the committees, ranging from the Crimea situation in the Security
Council, to the then volatile topic of partition of India in the All India Political Parties Meet 1947, from
terrorism in the Disarmament and International Security Committee to the contentious topic of altering
Sharia Law to make it more suitable to our times in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, DSMUN '14 saw
italll In the evening, a formal opening ceremony was held in the Multi Purpose Hall. The Chief Guest for the
evening was Padma Bhushan Shyam Sharan whose words of encouragement uplifted and inspired all present.
The delegates however, were in for a surprise as a crisis update was given following the opening ceremony.
Even the torrential downpour failed to dampen spirits as delegates rushed to the committee rooms to discuss
the crisis at hand.

The intense debates continued on the second day. Lunch was interrupted by the quite fantastic flash mob
performance by the Secretariat, Chairpersons and their respective deputies. The evening brought with it the
delegate dance and dinner. A few had even found themselves dates for the evening. The Western Band
performance and the song selection by the DJs for the night were phenomenal.

The third and final day witnessed one last committee session, during which proposed resolutions were passed,
barring a few where the committee failed to come to consensus. Given the success of various committees,
'entertainment motions' were seen all around. Following a quick break, the General Assembly was convened.
The crisis took the participating delegates by surprise. After a series of unexpected twists, the General
Assembly was dissolved upon the passing of a resolution. Some took the opportunity of not being involved in
the debate and discussions of the General Assembly to interact with others. Needless to say, they seemed to be
having an enjoyable time!

Soon, the Closing Ceremony was upon us. Following the words of wisdom by the Headmaster, Dr. Peter
McLaughlin, Mr. Rashid Sharfuddin was facilitated with an award for his contribution to MUN in the school.
The chairpersons were then invited to give out prizes for their respective committees. The Doon School too
received its fair share of awards. After months of hard work, three days of intense 'MUNing', DSMUN '"14 was
officially over.

Having had a great experience and made friends to last a lifetime, participating delegates went back heavy-
hearted. It is safe to say, DSMUN '14 was not only successful in living upto its promise of offering an
unparalleled experience, but it also fulfilled the main aim, that being to make the young generation more
acquainted to the issues being faced by people across the world. It made people come together and work
towards a common goal.
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@))) Regulars
IAYP

The following boys have completed their respective
levels of the IAYP:

Bronze: Angad Singh Shergill

Silver: Manan Vivek Pradhan, Aditya Vikram Dhingra
Congratulations!

SHOOTING

In the 13th Uttarakhand Shooting Championship
held at the Jaspal Rana Shooting Academy, Akshat Jha
secured 321 points and was selected for the All India
G.V. Malvankar Shooting Championships to be
held in Ahmedabad.

Well Donel!

TABLE TENNIS

The School Table Tennis participated in the Wasu
Memorial District Table Tennis Tournament at
Summer Valley School. Kanav Agarwal, Ishan Jhawar
and Hitansh Nagdev made it to the pre-quarter finals
in the Under-17 category and Chaitanya Agarwal
made it to the quarter-finals in the same category.
Well Done!

IPSC LITERATURE FEST

In the English section of the IPSC Literature
Festival held at the Welham Girls and Welham Boys
Schools, Anvay Grover finished 1st in the Spellathon
event while Rahil Chamola finished 2nd in the Ode
Recitation and Writing category.

Congratulations!

DEBATING

The School was represented by Vrindam Nagpal and
Ishaan Kapoor at the St. Joseph's Academy
Debates. The school was the Runnet's up and
Vrindam Nagpal won the award for the Most-
Promising Speaker.

Congratulations!

Posco Dé;gcﬂe

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80

WORDS
A 6.0 magnitude Earthquake struck California last

Sunday, injuring 250 and causing extensive damage.
Ten armed Russian soldiers were detained in
Ukraine due to the Ukrainian forces and pro-
Russian rebels' conflicts. US President, Barack
Obama has authorized surveillance drones over
Syria. This was perhaps over the ISIS's claim of
beheading American photojournalist James Foley.
Richard Attenborough, who made the historic
movie 'Gandhi' died on Monday. The Ebola virus
has spread out of West Africa, with cases being
reported in Congo.

RWEEKLY SELECTS

Women At Work
Ramparts

Gone Like The Wind
Vanity Fair

The Matter Of Time

The New York

The Aftershocks

Matter

The Man Without A Mask
New Yorker

The Soft Kill Solution

The Harper’s

L' 70 in Basketball Year's
Sports Illustrated

The Hedge Fund And The Despot
Businessweek

Last Tango In Kabu/
Rolling Stone

-t
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| Interview |

Dramatically

Correct

Ishaan Kapoorx, iz conversation with Dr Neelam Mann
Singh Chowdhury, who recently conducted a Dramatics
workshop in School

Ishaan Kapoor (ISK): Where do you essentially
derive your exercises from and how does one
make sure that the exercises are effective and
successful?

Dr. Neelam Mann Singh Chowdhury (NMC):
There is no guarantee as to whether my exercises shall
affect a particular group of participants or not. As a
teacher it is my duty to adapt these exercises in such a
manner that the participants can reap maximum
benefits from them. Hence, I procure, adapt and
execute exercises according to my convenience. As far
as where I get my exercises from, I don't create them
from scratch, but rather I pick them up from famous
thespians such as Strasberg and Stanislavski and then
adapt them to fit my needs.

ISK: How do you think this workshop is different
from most others that you host?

NMC: Well, for starters the time is much more
restricted. I usually conduct my workshops over a
span of 4 to 5 days and due to the time constraint,
planning the exercises was obviously a challenge.
Other than that, the boys here are more interactive
and are extremely enthusiastic and willing to learn.
ISK: You have directed several plays. How do you
think 'Tughlaq' compares to some of the
national level plays you have directed?

NMC: '"Tughlaq'is definitely a challenging play to pull
off for a multitude of reasons. There is an immense
amount of technical ability required and the fact that
the usage of props will be minimum simply adds to
the difficulty.

ISK: Out of the exercises you presented before
us, which one do you hold as the best or most
effective?

NMC: There is no such 'better or best exercise' since
all exercises have a different purpose. Butif I were to
choose a favourite, it would be the 'Rus Box', which
we had at the end. The Rus Box exercise is one that
does not work out for most but in the pastit has been
quite effective for me.

ISK: Do you believe in extremist acting
techniques such as method acting?

NMC: In one word - no. In my opinion method
acting is slightly too extreme. I do believe that it is a
great way to getinto character and would recommend
that moderate forms of it by means of imagination
are used, but not starving oneself for three days
simply to appear hungry in front of an audience!

If one is not accustomed to performing in front
of an audience, what should he do to acquaint

himself with the stage and get rid of phobias
such as stage fright?

NMC: One must practise in order to get used to the
stage. Those who are born to perform are a rare
species and for all others stage fright is a common
issue. I would simply recommend that he speak in
front of a mirror to gain confidence and actively take
partin any performance to acquaint himself with the
stage.

ISK: In most plays there do exist some roles that
are silent. How important do you think these
roles are?

NMC: These roles may be considered small or
insignificant but they hold immense importance in
the play. Imagine if there are two mute bodyguards
who stand with the king, If they decide to appear
sloppy by say scratching their back or wiping their
forehead then the attention of the audience is
automatically diverted towards the bodyguard, and
no matter how good an actor the king may be they
shall not pay attention to him.

*kkk

The Wech Gone By

Yuvan Kumar

The School has been hit by a storm. Many have been
wounded. It resembles a storm seen only once
before in the recent past. There are, apparently, no
walls that it cannot penetrate. Be it boys, masters or
even support staff. No one is safe. Yes, it's viral
tever!

In the past week, the air seems to have been filled
with much anxiety, excitement and of course- virus.
“Did you know? There are 60 boys admitted in the
hospital right now.” If four more people get sick in
school, we will all get to go home.” These are
examples of confidently endorsed sets of words
thrown around by each and every one on campus.
What is notable is that these rumours seem to be
spreading far more rapidly than the virus itself! Fact
is, that like swine flu, this wide spread bout of viral
fever too, shall pass. All are advised to hold on to
their troops and stay out of the rain. Or the pool for
that matter! The Inter-House Swimming
competition has been postponed till the Wellness
Centre can certify the pool as safe. This is surely a
pity for all those waiting to dive in on sunny Sunday
afternoons. Life goes on nonetheless.

Luckily for us, football has continued and is being
played with high levels of enthusiasm and
commitment. But while most of us are sweating it
out on the field during the afternoon, the English
and Hindi debaters of School huddle-up for
brainstorming sessions. Succeeding that, they
compete against their contemporaries from other
houses. A mention is due to the interesting nature of
topics given this year! On a different stage, the dance
workshop 'Hip- Hop Hustle' strangely coincides
with the SC form's socials with Welham Girls!

Test week is on the way to challenge us, start your
engines!
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| Report |

HMUN ndia 2014

Chaitanya Kediyal a#d Varun Sehgal

A group of sixteen boys escorted by Mrs Meeta
Sharma left campus on the 12th of August, eager and
ready to participate in one of India's most prestigious
MUN conferences: the Harvard Model United
Nations. After a short night in Delhi, we flew to
Hyderabad where our first session started later that
day. We were hasty with our unpacking and headed
hurriedly for the Hyderabad International Convention
Centre where the conference was to be held. As soon
as we entered the building we were stormed by a
number of delegates. From that moment on, we knew
that our task of winning awards would not be easily
accomplished.

The conference involved more than 1200 delegates
from 15 different countries, classified into 14
committees including Disarmament and International
Security Committee, Social, Humanitarian and
Cultural Committee, The World Health Organization,
the Historical Security Council and the African Union.
Some of these committees alone had more than 190
representative delegations! After an ostensibly quick
opening ceremony filled with inspiring speeches and
phenomenal performances, we proceeded to our
committee rooms. The following three hours gave us a
fair idea of the Herculean tasks that we would all have
to complete in order to surmount the mountain of
victory. The next day was strenuous: two committee
sessions of three hours each followed by speeches that
left us exhausted. Even so, we had enough energy to
return to the centre later that night for 'HMUN India's
Got Talent,' a performance in which delegates from
many schools gave performances that reflected their
varying interests.

The third day of the conference was one of great
importance to us all, as it happened to fall on
Independence Day. We were treated to a pleasant
surprise as we witnessed the Freedom Drive, an event
held every year on the streets of Hyderabad: the
motorcyclists' salute to our patriots if you will. The
third day of any conference is also important, as many
MUNers would know, for it is the day when the
Resolutions are drafted and voted upon. No surprise
then that everyone could be seen busy on their laptops,
discussing and arguing. To top it all, we all went for the
most-awaited event of every MUN- the Delegate
Dance. An exhilarating hour filled with a fusion of
Bollywood and Western music left everyone wanting

more. Butalas! Ithad to end...

The dreaded final day of the conference finally
arrived with the Award Ceremony looming over our
heads. While we may not have won too many
substantial awards, we were proud to see Dhruv Johri,
the Head Delegate, be awarded an 'Honorable
Mention' in the Historical National Assembly of
France, 1789. The thought of leaving Hyderabad so
soon after our arrival was not a welcoming one.
Nevertheless, we thoroughly enjoyed the trip for it
was truly an unforgettable experience both in terms
of the friends we made, and the lessons we learnt.

| Poetry |
ODE TO A LAMP

O, great vanquisher of darkness!
You, who brings me light!
O, great giver of radiance!
O, watchman of the night!

How still you stand, quietly, in a corner,
As if mourning somebody's demise!
Your still statuesque figure,

Is well suited to the eyes!

Darkness is man's greatest fear,
But one you have kept well away!
It cannot penetrate your glowing, yellow, barrier,
That helps keep dark emotions at bay!

Time is an extremely precious treasure,
And you help me use it that way!
Due to your sacrifice, I can read all night,
Until the dawn of day!

Always have you looked after me,
And stood by me through the night!
Even when I sleep, my lone sentinel,

Till the first rays of morning light!

You inspired me to be courageous,
To be steadfast, firm and strong]!
In these qualities, I must never lack,
You showed me, it would be wrong]!

O, exalted, exquisite lamp!
You inspire me to be ever boldet!
To others you may seem, well, ordinary,
But, beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder!
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