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MATTHEW RAGGETT, HEADMASTER DOON SCHOOL

Key to educating is to be experimental
and also have a plan if it goes wrong

Neha Pant
» neha.pant@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Matthew Raggett,
who recently joined as the
10th headmaster of The Doon
School, wants the students
to be the “best versions of
themselves.” Raggett, who
comes with a vast experience
in international education
spanning over two decades,
spoke to Hindustan Times
about his enthusiasm to
work in India, on inspiring
young students and why com-
munity service is important
for them. Excerpts:

What are you excited about
the most working in India?
There are several places
in the world that are excit-
ing, interesting, rich in his-
tory and culture but not all
of them are as warm, safe
and beautiful as India, the
people here are just amaz-

| _ing. The quality of educa-

tion for my children (two
of his sons have joined
The Doon School) and the
opportunity to work with
some of the best staff has
made me very excited.

You want the students to be
“engaged and authentic™.
How do you plan to inspire
them?

Inspiration comes from
everyone you are sur-
rounded by - what we need
to do is provide an opportu-
nity to boys to take on new
challenges and develop new
ideas. Our job as teachers

is to identify the inherent
qualities in a student that
can really develop and
flourish in this environ-
ment. The key to educating
is to be experimental and
be prepared to go wrong.
You can’t go buy creativity
and originality. Wisdom
can’t be taught, it can only
be learnt.

The Doon School pays a lot
of attention to community
service. How important do
you think it is for students to
participate in such projects?
When I think of my
own schooling, the key
moments probably weren’t
in the classroom. The
things you really remem-
ber happen when you're
out changing the lives of
other people. Theoretical
service is not
enough, one needs
to step out and
get one’s own
hands dirty to
help others.
We've got
some ter- -
rific com-
munity
service
projects
going on
already,
like our boys
rebuilt one of the
schools that was
washed away (in
the Kedar Valley)
in 2013.

How do you view the
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- Twant students to unlearn things if
necessary and not be afraid |
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@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Matthew Rag-

gett, the 10th headmaster of

The Doon School who took
_charge recently, is affability
. personified as he recounts in
"a conversation with select
- media personnel at his office
. on Friday why he did not bat
. aneyelid before takingup the
~headmaster’s job of what is
“arguably India’s best known

oys’ residential school,

“when it was offered to him.
~+ “Thave known about this
school from the past 15 years.
. Some of my mentors have
+been connected with India
~and with the schools here, In
~fact, one of my close friends
started his career - from
“The Doon School. Igenuinely
feel that very few schools
_across the world are as inter-
“estingasthis school. So when
i got a call in October
“last year, I had no qualms in
“taking up the offer.”
0 An admirer of Mahatma
“Gandhi (he is reading Gand-
Whi's My Experiments With
¥Truth currently and says he
“is quite influenced by it),
“Raggett, who is in his
¥mid-40s, says that he is all too
Yaware of the monumental
fleégacy of the school that
“he is now tasked to take for-
“ward. “Each timé T see the
“portraits of Gandhiii the

culture of equality at The
Doon School?

There's little opportuni-
ty to ostentatiously display
your wealth at The Doon
School as there’s a very
deliberate equal treatment |
(given to all the students).

We are an environment, a
community where we prize
equality, where there are
no opportunities at all to
differentiate ourselves on
what we have.
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Modern teaching
tools to be used at
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Matthew Raggett, newly
appointed headmaster of
The Doon School, has said
special focus will be laid on

-1—the overall development of

students. He said modern
teaching aids would be used
to teach students. He stated
thj’i\'s while addressing medi-

‘Doon School: Raggett

6= fagr o

—~rh - 1

o

apersons here today.
said
.emphasis would be laid on

Raggett

special

‘infculcating moral values

‘in students, besides cur-
_riculum and extra-curricu-
lar activities. “Students
will be encouraged to
‘become a team player
‘instead of a solo player
during their stay in the
school,” he said. Creativi-
ty, originality, intellectual
work should be reflected
in the personality of a stu-
dent, he added.
Raggett said more com-
munity social responsibili-
ty work would be done in
the coming days. School
faculty members would be
instructed to impart quality
to students
instead of focusing on com-
pleting syllabus before the
academic year ends. Stu-
‘dents should actively par-
in sports

activities as

education

ticipate
adventure

Doon

and

__,_74*5' e 3 -

Doon School’s new headmaster Matthew Raggett emphasized on the

. fact that those preparing for admissions to the school should focus on
their own preparations rather than taking up coaching -

me, I am reminded of the

school’'s mission of attract-
ing and developing excep-

tionalboysandteachersfrom -

all backgrounds to serve a
meritocratic India.”

As for his vision for the
school, Raggett, who grew up
in England and has over
20 years of teaching experi-
ence across the globe, says
that he wants the students to

be ‘authentic’, ‘engaged’ and °

‘always be ready tolearn new
things.! “In fact, I would en-
courage them to unlearn
things if necessary and not
be afraid of making mis-

takoe Thamamanta nmnasaal

but those moments in the
‘sports field, or when you
areimpactingthelivesof oth-
ers in some positive way. I
want my students to make

. that impact and touch lives

beyond just excelling in
school academics.”

The school is in fact
gearing up to change its cur-
riculum in the next three
years for students of classes
VII to X. The change would

- be from ICSE to Cambridge
International General Certif-
icate of Secondary Educa-
‘tion (IGCSE) regarded by
‘many as the world's most
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of mistakes’

‘“Eachﬂmelseethe

portraits of Gandhiji, the
school’s founder S R Das,
and the nine headmas-
ters before me, 1 am
reminded of the school's
mission of attracting and
developing exceptional
boys and teachers from

. all backgrounds to serve

a meritocratic India

5

schools across the globe,

The new headmaster also
emphasized on the fact that
those preparing for admis-
sions to the school should fo-
cus on their own prepara-
tions rather than taking up
coaching. “The only prereq-
uisite for being a student of
The Doon School is to have a
passion to excel or a spark
which shows originality, cre-
ativity and an inclination for
intellectual risk-taking.”

On a personal note, Rag-
gett, who isalso akeen moun-
tain biker, said that he was
looking forward to “buying a
bike soon” and “exploring
the hillsnearby.” On whether
he would be biking with his
students, he said with a
chuckle, “That is a very fair
possibility. I would definitely
encourage such trips and yes

Matthew Raggett, new :
headmaster of The Doon
School. TRIBUNE PHOTO

these help in the overall
development of personality.

He lamented that parents
spend huge amount of
money on tuition for The
School
examination. The parents
should inculcate the habit
of hard work, honesty,
quick learning and zeal 1
among their children as it -«
helps to excel in one’s life.

He said students are treat-

ed equally irrespective of
their family backgrounds.
A large number of students
were getting scholarship
from world-renowned for-
eign universities. Raggett
advised students to read
the biographies and auto-
biographies of renowned
personalities and motiva-
tional novels to improve
their personality..
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Doon School
gets its 10th
headmaster
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Raggett is Principal of Doon School
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Matthew Raggett has

land and did his BSc in
Math and Applied Physics
from the University of New-
castle, a PGCE in Education

He began his career in
1995 asa Physms teacher at
Yarm School in the UK. He
moved to Vienna Interna-

become the tenth headmas- from the University of tional School as heag Iaof
: ter of The Doon School. He  Worcesterand wentontodo physics departmgnt and lat-
Dehradun. Ad;?n';‘ﬁ;r %%gg hasan experienceofover20 an MBA in Educational er to Pearson United Wprld
| School, one of years in various countries. Leadership from Charles College, Can_ada: He is a
|India’s pre- Raggett grew up in Eng-  Sturt University, Australia. ~ keen mountain biker.
] | mier board

an-
nounced the

appointment

‘of Matthew

Raggett as its 10th headmas-
ter. Raggett assumed office in
the same capacity on Tuesday.
Speaking to TOI, Piyush
Malaviya, director public af-
fairs, The Doon School, said,

“Matthew Raggett has got

years of experience in the
field of education and stu-
dents will certainly benefit
under his guidance. We wel-
come him and his expertise in
~ thefield of teaching.”
Raggett has over twenty
years of experience in the
field of academics and inter-
national education, having
worked at. institutes across

the world. His career beganas -

a physics teacher at the Yarm
School in the United Kingdom

in 1995. From Yarm, he moved

to Vienna International
School as head of physicsand
then joined Pearson United
World College, Canada. He
was also responsible in look-
ing after administration at
boarding institutes in United
World College, Singapore,
where he was a house pare_nt
and later at Kings College, Ma:
drid, where he worked as a
boarding head.

Before joining The Dﬁon
School, Raggett was principal
of secondary school at Leipzig
International School, Germa-
ny,ﬂsrthepast seven years.

Matthew Raggett
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