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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 21 Oct: The
Doon School’'s 81st Founder's
Day Programme began today. As
hundreds of parents, Old Boys
and guests descended on the
campus, the School came to life
with a multitude of events,
activities and performances to
mark the celebrations.

Guests entered the campus
in the morning to visit the
academic exhibitions, where this
year's theme — Mathematics —
included displays of mathematics
in real-life to pique interests, such
as explaining the math behind
gambling, interactive sessions
with parents, and
performances to exhibit
mathematics in the real world;
with the aim to convey that the
subject is more lively than what
it may seem. Simultaneously, live
performances were held on the
other side of School —in the form
of the annual Hindi Street Play
and a concert by the school’s
Popular Band. Meanwhile, the
annual RL Holdsworth Cricket

present students went underway,

Lcons'u:lerable margin of runs!

live

Match between the Old Boysand

with the students winning by a’

At lunchtime, the food stalls
were open for all guests to eat,
while the school's Headmaster,
Matthew Raggett, hosted a Special
Lunch for the Old Boys of the
Batches of 1991 and 1996, who
were celebrating their Silver and
Golden Jubilees, as well as the
Batch of 1986 for their 30 year

reunion. The event saw many Old
Boys meeting each other after

many years, for some even’

decades, to rejoice and remember
their school days. After lunch, all
guests were ushered to the Vittal
Mallya Hall to watch the annual
Chandbagh Debate - held
between the Silver Jubilee Batch

and the present boys. While the
topic was ‘This House would do
away with punishments’, the
debate to be as exciting and
contentious as the motion itself,
with both teams using both flair and
eloquence to supplement their
arguments. The judges’ panel
included the state’s Deputy

'Doon School Founder’s Day celebrations begin with
academic exhibitions, Cricket match & plays

Advocate General, as well as two .
Old Boys. Ultimately, their verdict
favoured the present boys, who
opposed the motion and won by
a large stretch against the
proposing Old Boys team.
Before the day ended,
however, guests were invited to
one of the two-day programme’s
hallmark events — the annual
Hindi Play, this time an
adaptation of Bhishm Sahani's
‘Muaazse’. Directed by the Hindi
Dramatics Boy-in-Charge and
lead actor, Madhav Bhardwaj,
with Devendra Mishra as
Producer, the play was well
received by all guests as having
expressed the themes of
corruption, bribery, and caste
dynamics that describe political
affairs in India. At curtain call, the
entire Rose Bowl amphitheatre
was filled with applause for the
cast and crew, who had worked
on the production for many
months prior to their final
performance that evening.
. The  annual  Pagal
Gymkhana, as well as the main
programme, will be held
tomorrow, at which. Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
would be the Chief Guest.
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- This issue of The Himachal Times
carries a siv-page supplement to o
mark the 77th anniversary of the || &
Doon School Old Boys’ Society
(DSOBS). The Society was the |
brainwave of the School’s first Head
Master — the legendary and visionary |
' Arthur E. Foot. It was formed in 1939,
‘and today it is one of the most active RPN Singh
and vibrant old boys’ societies with its alumni spread across
much of the world. Over the years, it has had many
distinguished presidents. Currently, its president is RPN Singh,
scion of a bliie blooded family from UP. He was a minister of
'state in the Manmohan Singh government and is today a
leading light of the Congress party in Uttar Pradesh.
Incidentally, his father late CPN Singh too was in the Congress
 ministry then headed by Ms. Indira Gandhl.

It publishes an outstanding'quarterly newsletter THE ROSE
"BOWL that provides an intimate platform linking together the
old boys in a close bonhomie. It too has had several famed
‘editors. Its current editor is Govind Dhar. His predecessor
Valentina Trivedi was certainly among the most distinguished
of its editors. We wish to specially thank the authors of the
articles for writing exclusive articles for this Special Issue. We

" also acknowledge the support extended by Rajiv Chopra, ex
Dosco - Class of 1973.

Our Senior Reporter, Sudhir Raina, who is an ex—Dosco, was
the coordinator for this Special Issue. Qur special thanks to Raj
Kanwarfor his support. :

- Editor
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By OUR STAFF
REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 24 Oct: The
Doon School ‘76 Batch,
Dehradun, led by SS Goyal,
Honorary Treasurer of Cheshire
Home, visited the Home on 22
Oct and planted a Rudraksh
| plant there in memory of their

visit.
The batch also donated a

N

'Doon School ‘76 Batch
- visits Cheshire Home

sum of Rs 1,18,200 for uplift of
the Home. The members of the
Batch, which had visited
Cheshire Home earlier when they
were students at The Doon
School, very much appreciated
the owverall improvements
noticed by them.

Chairman PC Agarwal, MK
Puri and Brig KG Behl expressed
their gratitude to them.
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Jaitley’s mantra to students: Thmk
off track to fast-track success in lite

Neha Pant
= neha pant@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Union finance min-
ister Arun Jaitley stressed on
“unconventional ideas” and
“off-track” thinking to take
the fast track to success in
today’s times, while addressing
students at the 81st Founder's
Day of The Doon School in the
capital on Saturday evening.

Jaitley said India has now
become “far more aspirational
and impatient” than ever and
that only those who “think dif-
ferently” can break new ground.

“Mediocrity is going to leave
you somewhere lost in the
crowd at the bottom. People who
are coming up with unconven-
tional ideas and are thinking
off track, they are the ones who
probably will find that space for
excellence and get on to a fast
track in life much ahead of the
others,” the senior BJP leader
said in his keynote speech as
the chief guest.

Alluding to a flurry of ingen-
ious startup enterprises in India
of late, he said the entrepre-
neurs behind them are a “crazy
bunch of people or disruptors”
who dared to venture away from

= Union finance minister Arun Jaltley at the 81st Founder’s Day of The

Doon School in Dehradun on Saturday.

the normal, settled path.

On the trend of a large
number of Indian students
and professionals moving to
foreign shores, he said it could
be attributed to a “demographic
differential” which has been cre-
ated over the years.

“Since our population still
hasn'’t stabilized, we have many
more people than we can absorb
or subsume into our economy.
Therefore, the movement of
individuals (to countries with

stable population) as an eco-

HT PHOTO

nomic necessity and also as an
economic resource is bound to
take place,” Jaitley said.

He mentioned how key
improvements were being
made in sectors like highways,
airports, public delivery sys-
tems and power by the Modi
government.

“But what we really have to
improve still is the quality of
rural India, especially the most
vulnerable section like the trib-
als,” he said, exhorting students
to contribute their own bit to

People who are

coming up with
unconventional ideas and
are thinking off track, they
are the ones who probably
will find that space for
excellence and get on to
a fast track in life much
ahead of the others

ARUN JAITLEY,
Union finance minister

nation-building once they pass
out of their “great institution”.

During the Founder’s Day
function, chairman of the
Board of Governors of The
Doon School, Gautam Thapar,
shed light on the developments
taking place in the school while
headmaster Matthew Raggett
spoke about the achievements
of the Doscos.

The audience comprised a
large number of present and
former students including their
families, teachers and guests.
Priyanka Gandhi, whose son
studies in the school, was also
present among the audience.
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" Doon School celebrates 81st Founder’s Day

Youth need to seize new opportunities

to affect pace of change: Arun Jaitley

DEHRADUN,
OCT 22 (HTNS)

The Doon School cel-

‘ebrated its 81st Founder’s
" ‘Day at the open
. amphitheatre, here today.
“Union Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs Minister Arun
Jaitley was the Chief Guest
= on the occasion. Present on
‘the occasion was Gautam
Thapar, Chairman of the
Board of Governors of
Doon School.
* . Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Guest Arun Jaitley
« 'highlighted the new oppor-
. tunities created for India
and its youth in the

. present, and how both

Awould have to seize them
Jn order to affect the pace
‘of change.

Having alluded to global
developments, start- up
enterprises, and the need to
converge excellence with a
Ferspective of India’s chal-

enge, his speech served as
important food for thought
for the audience, especially
the students who were lis-
tening intently.

In his address on the oc-

casion of 81st Founder’s

day, Gautam Thapar remi-
nisced about the progress
the school had made dur-
ing his years on the board.
He expressed his decision
to retire from the board af-
ter eight years of service.

Headmaster
Raggett, speaking on the
occasion, presented a
roadmap of development of
the school in the future. He

said that the school was

moving away from rote
learning , content based
model of the past to an in-

Matthew

ternationally recognized,

skills based model that will

. prepare our students to be

critical, collaborative and
original thinkers.

On leadership he said, “1
believe that if anyone with
leadership positions is not
directly involved in the

teaching of what it means

to lead then they are under-
mining our own credibility.”

On working too hard, Mat-
thew Raggett said many of
these boys work too hard.
You need to believe them
when they tell you that
they have no homework

over the holiday. They can

read for pleasure and finish
their course work. Holiday
is for relaxing, for being to-
gether as a family, and to
give parents the opportu-
nity to learn from their chil-
dren what it means to be
exceptional.

On the Founder’s Day he
said, “I feel very privileged
to share my first Founder’s
Day with Silver Jubilee for
the batch of 1991. If I had
been lucky enough to be a
Dosco, then this would
have been my batch.

The programme ended

with a vote of thanks by the
school captain along with
a short concert by the stu-
dent musicians, marking the
end of yet another annual
celebration and festivities
at The Doon School of its
mission, achievements and
continued existence.





