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EXCUSES, EXCUSES

F—_—— = = =
A Note from the Editor:

l Dear Reader, l
: 1793 C.E.: In the aftermath of the French Revolution,

: King Louis XVI of France is guillotined on the charge

School’s shift to the online platform has given rise to some
of the greatest excuses ever thought of. The following is

| @ compilation of the best of these excuses. In the future, | :
: of France.

we will require your help in finding more of these and so,

| brilliant, we request that you email it to us. We hope you | :

should you come across an excuse you think is particularly

eﬂ/oy this new section. Happj Reading!

S _ — = — 4

My mom told me to focus on online classes, so she switched off
: 1954 C.E.: The USS Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear

powered submarine, launches at Groton, Connecticut.
: 1965
Prime Minister, dies.

: 1966 C.E.: Indira Gandhi is elected Prime Minister
: of India as the successor of Lal Bahadur Shastri.

: 1976 C.E.: The Concorde supetsonic jet, which
. cruises at twice the speed of sound, begins passenger
. service with flights from London to Bahrain and Paris
to Rio de Janeiro.

the Wil

Shaurya Singh, computer guru.

My sister’s rabbit chewed up the wifi cable.

Veer Babycon, pest control.

I took a mental health day.

Sriyash Tantia, can’t argue with that.

It is very cold here, so my screen froze.

Rohan Taneja, and so did his brain.

I thought my cursor was a spider so I whacked my screen.
Arjun Prakash, spidey sense.

Sir there was too much traffic. Network traffic.
Krtin Goel, caught in a jam.

I raged at a game and my computer brofke.

Aditya Sethi, task anger manager has failed.
My dog ate the computer cord.

Vir Patwalia, ask Veer for advice.

in it and hang on

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Tege7 il

This Week in History

of conspiring with foreign countries for the invasion

: 1895 C.E.: Hawaii’s monarchy ends as Queen
: Liliuokalani is forced to abdicate.

- 1924 C.E.: Soviet leader Vladimir Lenin, who led the
: Bolsheviks to victory over the Czar in the October

Revolution of 1917, dies of a brain haemorrhage.

C.E.: Winston Churchill, Britain’s wartime

: Around the World in 80 Words

Two out of the 3.8 lakh people vaccinated against
: COVID-19 in India died, while 29 died in Norway
: after receiving the vaccine. In his final day in office
: Donald Trump issued 100 pardons, including one
: for rapper Lil-Wayne. Joe Biden’s inauguration saw
When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot the tightest Washington sefurit}f measures in recent
. history. Footballer Mesut Ozil ended his seven

year break after being transferred to Stuper Lig club

. Fenerbahge. India won the Border-Gavaskar Trophy

. after beating Australia in the final test match.

Lockdown Hobbies
Robhan Taneja
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 Grief
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Aryan Baruah

........................................................

Some time ago, I was reading The Hitchhikers Guide
to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams — one of the best
science fiction books I have ever read. Though I
enjoyed every bit of the book, there was one part
that has stuck with me.

In this part, a character called Zaphod Beeblebrox
is subjected to a machine called the Total Perspective
Vortex. The purpose of the machine is to portray the
infinity of the universe to clearly convey the relative
insignificance of the individual. The severity of
the message of one’s insignificance could drive the
person to insanity.

In a similar manner, in the larger scheme of things,
certain events in our own lives show us how our
personal feelings are insignificant to the rest of the
world. The death of a close relative, for instance, will
make you realise that the world goes on, that it does
not stop for you no matter how devastating your grief
is. Nobody will stop for you or your grief. Somewhere,
there is an economy to maintain, a business to run,
a child to feed. All of this is of greater importance
than your personal sadness, but you do not see this
because your vision is obstructed by your own grief.

Grief is a horrible thing because it hits you like
a train and shatters even those aspects of your life
that you thought were unassailable. Worse still, even

........................................................

though you know that it is a relentless, unstoppable
beast and that it will be hard when it hits you, you can
do nothing to stop it.

It is like an invisible weapon, and when that weapon
hits you, it hurts much worse than you can imagine.
You come to realise that the homework you were
worrying about yesterday does not matter, that the
TV series which had you hooked yesterday does not
matter. The friend who was calling you to inform you
of his life’s events in a crafted, melodramatic manner
does not matter. All that matters is that you feel
grief, and although it is invisible to everyone else, it is
painfully clear to you.

So, whatdoes one do when one s in such excruciating
pain? We tend to gravitate towards people who find
themselves in situations similar to our own. After all,
it is often better to cry with somebody else than to
cry alone. When the clouds clear and you realise that
there is nothing you could have done to prevent your
grief, you also realise in that moment of truth how
unsympathetic the world really is. That is when your
insignificance and helplessness really hits you. And
thus, another cycle of sadness and (temporary) insanity
begins. It is then that we finally see what Zaphod saw
during his time inside the Total Perspective Vortex.
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The integers a, b, ¢, and d are each equal to one of 1,2, 3,4, 5,06, 7, 8,and 9. It is possible that two or more of
the integers 4, b, ¢, and d have the same value. The interger P equals the product of 4, 4, ¢ and d; that is, P = abed.

(a) Determine whether or not P can be a multiple of 216.

(b) Determine whether or not P can be a multiple of 2000.

(c) Determine the number of possible different values of P that are divisible by 128 but not by 1024.

(d) Determine the number of ordered quadruples (4, 4, ¢ d) for which P is 98 less than a multiple of 100.

Source: University of Waterloo
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| What Have You Been Reading : WhatHave YouBeenWatching |

| During the Lockdown?

Refugee
l Author: Alan Gratz
| Have you ever wondered about refugees? How
do they leave the comfort of their homes to seek
| refuge in a place far from homer Refugee features
three different stories, each taking place in a
different era, each about children who are forced
| to leave their countries due to many factors that
directly affect them. It describes the struggles
| faced by these people, from losing their houses
| to getting shot at the border. I feel that it truly
shows the real side of human nature. It talks
| about how some humans treat others based on
what they believe, what they look like and who
| they are. It truly is a good read and gives good
| insight into why people seek refuge.

I - Vir Mehta

L e e e e e e e = = =

During the Lockdown?

School of Rock

Cast: Jack Black, Miranda Cosgrove, Joey
Gaydos ]Jr.

School of Rock is a film about an overly enthusiastic

guitarist named Dewey Finn who gets thrown
out of his band and finds himself in desperate
need of work. He finds out about a substitute
teaching job through his roommate and fakes his
way into the position. Realising that his students
at the elite private elementary are gifted, he
exposes them to the world of rock and as a part
of his plan to seek redemption, he participates
in a local competition called “Battle of the
Bands”. Overall, the film grips its viewers and is
extremely funny and as a fan of comedy, I highly
recommend this film to everybody.

- Sriyash Tantia
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