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I remember when Priyanka first joined School about 13 years ago, when her daughter Shivya was only about 
4-5 years old. Since then, I have always seen her do all her work effortlessly and graciously. She has discharged 
her pastoral duties in a dedicated and professional way and her caring and polite nature is always so refreshing 
for colleagues and students alike. I believe she has been an integral part of  our community all these years. I 
thank her for working with such commitment, and for being a kind colleague and friend.

The Doon School Weekly bids farewell to Ms. Priyanka Majumdar. On this occasion, her friends, students, and 
colleagues share their thoughts on her tenure.

A Final Goodbye

-SMV

From the very beginning of my life on campus, PMR ma’am was one of the most caring and forgiving people 
I can think of. My first year in School would not have been the same if it weren’t for her presence. Whether 
it was Chhota Hazri or a pre-dinner badminton session, she was ready for just about anything. I will always 
remember the scolding we got for playing football in the rain and the countless CDH memories involving the 
infamous ‘bulletproof rotis’. She was always there to keep a check on our shenanigans no matter how ridiculous 
they were. Most importantly, she embodied the spirit of Martyn House and we are forever grateful for her care 
and compassion towards us.

-Arjun Prakash

Whether it was a missing sock or a g-store chit, PMR ma’am was always there to help us young D Formers in 
Martyn House. I am not alone when I say that in School, a Dame plays an essential role in our daily lifestyles 
and in taking care of our nutrition and health. She was always there when someone was in the hospital, and was 
always keeping tabs on more than 40 boys. If someone needed mental or physical assistance, she was present to 
fulfill that role. Regardless of the event, whether it was during meals or during important events in the house, 
she was there. To take care of boys who have only just entered School is not easy but PMR Ma’am made it look 
it was. Martyn House will miss you Ma’am.

-Avi Bansode

fç;adk etwenkj ds laidZ esa eSa tc ls vkbZ gwa ] mudh Nfo ,d ,sls lg;ksxh ds :i esa esjs eu esa cuh] tks [kqys 
eu ls lg;ksx ds fy, ges'kk rS;kj jgrh FkhaA fdlh Hkh leL;k dk rRdky ldkjkRed gy eSaus ges'kk ik;k gSA 
ehfVaXl esa viuh ckr dks –<+rk ls j[krh FkhaA vlger gksrs gq, Hkh vius ofj’Bksa dh ckr dk lEeku djrs gq, fç;adk 
us dHkh ç'kklfud fu.kZ; dks ckf/kr ugha fd;kA vR;ar drZO;ijk;.k] vkRekuq'kkflr jgrs gq, ifjokj vkSj drZO; esa 
lkeatL; LFkkfir fd;kA drZO; ds çfr yxu] fu’Bk dks fç;adk us ges'kk çkFkfedrk nhA Nk=ksa dks vuq'kklu ] çse 
rFkk lg;ksx dk tks ikB fç;adk us fl[kk;k oks mUgsa thou i;aZr mi;ksxh jgsxk] ,slk esjk fo'okl gSA ,d fe= o 
lg;ksxh ds :i esa eSa fç;adk dks ges'kk ;kn j[kwaxh] rFkk vkHkkjh jgwaxhA eSa fç;adk o muds ifjokj ds lq[kn Hkfo’; 
dh dkeuk djrh gw¡A 

(continued on the next page)

-KNS
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vkt ds djksuk ;qx esa lHkh yksx ekLd yxkrs gSa] gkFkks 
dks /kksrs gSa] tYn ls tYn [kklh vkus ij ;k cq[kkj p<+us 
ij dksjksuk dh VsfLVax djrs gSA lrdZ gks x, gSa fo'o 
ds yksx vkSj blls uk [kkyh dksjksuk gkFk esa vk x;k gSa] 
cfYd ,d cgqr cM+h chekjh ij Hkh jksd yx x;h gSa] tks 
gS ^^VîwcjDyksfll^^ A 
ij- dksjksuk vkSj VîwcjDyksfll dh viuh lkekU;rk,¡s 

gSA nksuksa gh egkchekfj;k¡ gSa] nksuksa gh vufxur yksxksa dh 
tku ys pqdh gSa] nksuks gh ,d laØfer O;fä ds bUQs-
DVsM Mª‚iysV ls QSyrh gSaA nksuksa esa gh] vxj i‚ftfVo 
fjiksVZ vktk, rks igys rks yksx ?kcjkrs gSa] fdlh dks 
crykrs ugha gSa] vkSj dbZ yksx rks ;g eku ysrs gSa fd 
cl vc muds ftUnxh ds jLrs ;gha ij [kre gks x;s gSaSA 
 tSls dksjksuk egkekjh ,d oS'fod egkekjh gSa] oSls gh            
VîwcjDyksfll ;kfu Vh-ch dks vc ls djhc „‡ o’kZ iwoZ 
fo'o LoLFk laxBu WHO }kjk bejtsalh ?kksf’kr fd;k 
x;k FkkA rcls vyx vyx ns'kksa esa Vh-ch dks jksdus 
ds fy, vyx vyx ç;kl fd;s x, gSaA fuf'pUr rkSj 
ij „‡ lky ,d dkQh yEck le; gksrk gSa] vkSj lpkbZ 
;g gS fd] vHkh rd bl chekjh dks jksdus esa ge lQy 
ugha gks ik, gSaSA tc vki fdlh dk;Z esa l{ke u gksa rc 
ml ij fparu djuk vko';d gksrk gSA D;k dk;Z <ax 
ls fd;k tk jgk gS\ D;k ;kstuk,a ykxw gks jgh gSa\ D;k 
bl ij dke gks jgk gSa\ vkSj vxj bldk tokc ^^gk¡^^ 
gSa rks bldh tkap djuk vfuok;Z gSA ;g ns[kuk t:jh 
gS dh ge dgk¡ xyr tk jgs gSA 
iwjs fo”o us VîwcjDyksfll dks tM+ ls [kre djus dk 
„å…å rd dk y{; j[kk gS] ij fo'o VîwcjDyksfll Ms 
ij gekjs     ç/kkuea=h th us „å„‡ rd Hkkjr ls Vh 
ch dks gVkus dk –<+ fu'p; fy;k gSA ljdkj pkgrh 
gSa fd lcls igys funku Bhd ls gks blfy, vkfVZQh-

VîwcjDyksfll eqä 
Hkkjr

vkfnR; vxzoky 

fl;y baVsystUl vk/kkfjr e'khu X Hkkjr esa dh x;h 
gSa] csgrj nokb;k¡] ofDlus'k] vkSj QaM~l ls dkQh vyx 
vyx rjhdkas ls ljdkj „å„‡ rd Vh ch eqä Hkkjr dk 
liuk ns[k jgh gSA  
Vh-ch dks Hkkjr ls feVkus ds fy, gesa ,d Vhe dh rjg 
dke djuk gksxk] ,d –<+ ladYi ysuk gksxkA ij tc 
Hkh eSa Vh-ch eqä Hkkjr ds ckjs esa lksprk gw¡ rks ;g loky 
vkrk gS dks D;k gekjs ns’k dh tu la[;k gekjs y{; ds 
vkxs rks u vktk;sxh\ ges a leL;k lex rjhdksa ls fui-
Vus dk ç;kl djuk gksxk] rHkh gesa mldk Qy feysxkA
„å„‡ Vh-ch eqä Hkkjr !! Vh-ch gkjsxk] ns'k thrsxk !

eSnkuksa esa fNM+h gksrh Fkh ;gk¡ tax]
igkM+ksa dh lwjr ns[kdj lc gksrs gS naxA
gksyh esa tgk¡ mBrs gSa vn~Hkqr xqyky]
bl esjh I;kjh tehu Hkkjr dks esjk ç.kkeA

gksrk Fkk ;s ,d vewY; dksfguwj dk ?kj]
ftls vaxzstksa us Mky fn;k vius rkt ijA
d'ehj gS gekjk vVwV fgLlk]
ij Hkz’V euq’;ksa us cuk;k mls jktuhfr dk fdLlkA

xk¡o] 'kgj ;gk¡ dHkh&dHkh gksrh gS ikuh dh dVkSrh]
vc cl nqvk djks fd gks gekjh c<+kSrjhA
usrk ,d ij iSls gS djksM+]
,d gtkj dekus ds fy, fdlku yxkrk gS gj rksM+A

fgUnw ]eqlyeku]fl[k]bZlkbZ]buls curk gS fgUn]
fQj D;ksa iwNrsa gksa ^^dkSulk fiaM ^^A
'kj.kkFkhZ gks ;k 'k=q ],d ckj xys yxus ij curs gSa 
nksLr]
blfy, Hkkjrh; gksus ij ugha gS gesa vQlkslA

Hkkjr
vtqZu fe=k

'k ’k  a a 

tc Hkh eSa vius Mh Q‚eZ ds fnuksa dks ;kn djrk gw¡ rc ,sls pan yEgsa gksrs gSa tks lnSo esjs efLr’d esa viuh txg 
cuk ysrs gSaA ,slk gh ,d yEgk Fkk tc eSa viuh Ldwy dh ftUnxh dk igyk ^^psat&bu&czsd^^ Hkkx dj ekfVZu gkml 
vk jgk Fkk fd rHkh vpkud ls esjs lkeus esjk ,d fe= vk [kM+k gks x;kA mlls Vdjkrss gh esjs eq¡g ls [kwu cgus 
yxk] vkSj esjh vk¡[kksa ls vk¡lwA vxys ,d feuV ds vanj gh eSa osyusl lsaVj esa FkkA ;g ,d feuV] PMR eSe dks 
ifjHkkf’kr djrk gSA ml ,d feuV esa oSyusl lsaVj dks d‚y yxkuk] HkS;k dks cqykdj eq>s muds lkFk Hkstuk] esjk 
gkSalyk c<+kuk ,oa esjs lHkh nksLrksa dks laHkkyuk vkf[kj vkSj dkSu dj ldrk gS\ yap ij gkml esa Hkkxus ds fy, eq>s 
Mk¡Vus ds i'pkr] ,d eqLdku ds lkFk vkbl&Øhe vkf[kj vkSj dkSu ns ldrk gS\ Ldwy dh lh<+h ds igys ik;nku 
ij lgkjk nsus ds fy, vkidks rgs fny ls 'kqfØ;k PMR eSeA

-Keshav Tiwari
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Around the World in 80 Words
The US Senate approved the largest ever stimulus 
bill of 1.9 trillion US Dollars. Nagpur announced a 
lockdown from March 15th to March 21st. China 
approved a $1.5 billion currency swap with Sri Lanka 
in order to provide aid to the island. General Electric, 
an American multinational conglomerate, joined 
hands with its competitor in the air leasing business, 
AerCap, in a $30 billion deal.  Barcelona lost to 
PSG 5-2 in aggregate score and exited the UEFA 
Champions League.

Rohan Taneja
Adapt and Evolve

This Week in HistoryThis Week in History

44 B.C.: Julius Caesar was assassinated in the Senate 
chamber in Rome by Marcus Brutus and his fellow 
conspirators.
1609 C.E.: The island of  Bermuda is colonized by 
the British after a British ship on its way to Virginia 
is wrecked on the reefs of  the island and the crew is 
forced to stay there.
1862 C.E.: The US Government issues paper money 
for the first time as $5, $10 and $20 bills are circulated.
1864 C.E.: Ulysses S. Grant is commissioned as a 
Lieutenant General and becomes the commander of  
the Union armies.
1918 C.E.: The ‘Spanish’ influenza first reaches 
America as 107 soldiers become sick at Fort Riley, 
Kansas. One quarter of  the U.S. population eventually 
became ill from the deadly virus, resulting in 500,000 
deaths. The death toll worldwide approached 22 
million by the end of  1920.
2010 C.E.: The largest ever earthquake in Japan 
causes a tsunami and a nuclear fallout at Fukushima 
which results in the deaths of  over 20,000 people.

Culture does not make people. People make 
culture. If  it is true that the full humanity of  

women is not our culture, then we can and must 
make it our culture.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

“

Shreyan Mittal: A racer
Umaid Dhillon: A scientist
Divyaansh Surana: A poet

Who is Matthew Tyler Musto?

Matthew Tyler Musto, more commonly known 
as Blackbear, is an American musician, singer, 
songwriter, and record producer. Musto is 
also a member of  the alternative hip hop/R&B 
duo Mansionz with American singer and rapper 
Mike Posner. He is best known for his albums 
“Deadroses” and “Everything Means Nothing”.

Unquotable quotes
Exam is a team sport.
Samarth Chaudhary, and there is no ‘I’ in team
This is a past paper question from an old paper.
Hridayam Tusnial, elementary
Human quiz
Vedant Agarwal, 
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normalcy that I often proclaim, 
had faded away mysteriously one 
day in A form. 

I leave my room and walk to the 
CDH thinking up a resolution, 
about how these exams matter, 
and how I have to study harder. 
Maintaining a sour face, I scour 
far and wide for every last whip 
of  self-contempt that I can find 
to put myself  up to; and I have 
crossed the critical threshold. Now, 
I can feel a purpose in my gaze: a 
distinctively  undeterred, gripping  
determination, a focus so cutting, it 
hurts my own eyeballs. I rediscover 
a sliver of  hope, for my future and 
my aspirations, and as it was meant 
to be, I walk a little taller, with my 
head perhaps a little higher - to 
the CDH. I walk into the CDH, 
consumed by presumptive images 
of  success that my meditations en 
route to the CDH have brought 
me. I get my food and take a seat 
at the table. Soon others join; I eat 
silently while others chatter around 
me. I discreetly leave, having had 
my dinner, and walk back to the 
House, trying to emulate the same 
focus or just think about it for fear 
of  losing the precious thing were I 
to drift from it for even a second. 

By the time I reach the House, 
I am in a fit of  subdued slant-
headed, crazy-eyed madness. I 
open the door and obsessively 
shut it back just so, so that the 
two doors are parted by precisely 
a finger-length: not too much for 
noise to come in, but enough for a 
beckoning to be heard. As for my 
desk, I pick it up and balance it on 
my head while looking at the space 
around my room to see where I 
might place it, so as to optimize 
my efficiency of  study. I place it 
at the foot of  my bed but then it 
is blocking a path; so I decide to 
it fit into the right corner of  my 
room, only to realize that I would 

Aryan Agarwal writes about the perils of  studying

It is the 13th of  March, and exams 
begin on but the 15th. Two days 
remain. I can play today, or maybe 
not, but if  at all I felt obliged to 
work I could always plan for when 
I do study, which is productive (or 
what I would like to believe, despite 
mounting empirical evidence). I 
pick out the laptop sleeve from the 
depths of  my bag and pull out a 
cold, slim laptop and flip it open. I 
open a fresh Word document, and 
the first few words appear on the 
screen as I type them in. But then 
I look up and see the repulsively 
ordinary standard MS font; I 
scramble to shut the document, lest 
the most average font stares back 
at me and threatens to taint my 
memory. If  not for an aesthetically 
appeasing table, what else could 
compel me to pore over the pages 
of  the same textbook that I read 
for the last Mid-years, and the 
Finals before that, (not to forget, 
that test-week that happened in 
the middle) and the first mid-years 
before them all.  Anyhow, I skip 
over to a Google document, which 
I find to be a little more agreeable, 
at which point my laptop fan stops 
whirring and the machine dies. It 
feels like a conspiracy against me, 
and it is sapping the last remnants 
of  any resolve within me, but 
then I had never protested much 
anyway. Laptop dead, a weighty 
helplessness sits within me - for 
a brief, altogether infinitesimal 
moment - until it occurs to me 
that I had been given the license to 
leave- to leave.

So, I leave and then I change, 
and then I run, after which I play. 
Then I walk back to the House. It 
is a quarter to seven now. I sit at 
the edge of  my bed, aggressively 
rubbing my head with a towel as 
a vent for my self-loathing, while 
also doing so to try and rattle 
my brain back to normalcy - a 

A Study On Studying

have no access to a charging port. 
After 15 minutes of  this ordeal, my 
rampantly exacerbating delirium 
leads to my dumping the desk in, 
of  all places, the changing room. 

I pull the chair out, step in front 
of  it and draw it under me as I 
sit down in front of  the desk. 
Mosquitoes whirr around me, 
and I notice a streak of  blue mint 
toothpaste that lines the wall to 
the right of  the desk; I unbutton 
my track-top and take it off. I 
slide slowly on the chair to a low 
hunch, too exhausted to conduct 
a cognitive task or lift an eyelid. I 
am about to slide into untethered, 
effortless sleep, when the door 
flings open, rattling against the 
wall on either side; my roommate 
strides in and flings himself  onto 
his bed.

After two anguished breaths, he 
says, plainly “I can’t study.”.  I grin, 
and fall asleep

Best of  luck for the upcoming 
trials!

Laptop dead, 
a weighty 

helplessness sits 
within me - for a 
brief, altogether 

infinitesimal 
moment - until it 

occurs to me that I 
had been given the 
license to leave- to 

leave
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strike in New York where women 
protested against abysmal working 
conditions. The first milestone 
in the US was much earlier - in 
1848. Indignant at women being 
barred from speaking at an anti-
slavery convention, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott 
gathered a few hundred people 
at their nation’s first women’s 
rights convention in New York. 
Together, they demanded civil, 
social, political, and religious 
rights for women in A Declaration 
of  Sentiments and Resolutions, a book 
by Elizabeth Stanton. This was a 
major step, but it was not until Clara 
Zetkin, a German feminist, pushed 
for it to be a holiday in 1910 that 
it really took off  across Europe. 
It was celebrated in Germany, 
Austria, and Switzerland in 1911 
and became an important day for 
peace protests during World War 
I. Zetkin had trained as a teacher 
and was associated with the Social 
Democratic Party, one of  the two 
major political parties in Germany 
today. She was a part of  both the 
labour movement and the women’s 
movement. Vladimir Lenin, the 
head of  the Soviet Union from 
1917 to 1924, declared Women’s 
Day an official Soviet holiday after 
the October Revolution at the 
urging of  his Commissar of  Social 
Welfare, Alexandra Kollontai. 
Later, it spread throughout the 
socialist world to places such as 
China and Cuba as an important 
day to recognize the contributions 
that women had made to both 
family and the economy.

The Doon School Weekly writes about the significance of  International Women’s Day.

International Women’s Day is 
observed to celebrate the success 
of  women in all spheres of  life and 
to reflect on the progress made 
by women throughout the world. 
The day has been observed for 
more than a century since it began 
in 1911. Celebrated on March 
8 every year, the day also aims 
to highlight the difficulties and 
gender discrimination that women 
still face in society and recognizes 
the social, economic, cultural, and 
political achievements of  women. 
It is a day to spread awareness 
among people regarding women’s 
rights and gender equality. 

In some countries, children and 
men give presents, flowers or cards 
to their mothers, wives, sisters or 
other women they know. But at the 
heart of  International Women’s 
Day lies women’s rights. Across 
the world, there are protests 
and events to demand equality. 
Many women wear purple, a 
colour worn by the Suffragettes, 
women who campaigned for 
women’s right to vote in the early 
20th century. Recently, marches 
and protests have gained force 
thanks to the #MeToo and 
#TimesUp movements against 
sexual harassment. To understand 
International Women’s Day, 
however, we need to understand 
its history. 

The first National Woman’s 
Day was observed in the United 
States on February 28th, 1909. 
The Socialist Party of  America 
designated this day in honour 
of  the 1908 garment workers’ 

International Women’s Day

The necessity for such a day can 
be seen in the fact that, according 
to the World Economic Forum, 
gender parity will not be achieved 
for almost a century. So, we must 
continue to spread awareness, 
because there is urgent work to 
be done. Legal restrictions have 
kept 2.7 billion women from 
accessing the same choice of  jobs 
as men. Across the democratic 
world, less than 25 percent of  
parliamentarians were women, as 
of  2019. One in three women still 
experience gender-based violence.

The theme for International 
Women’s Day 2021 is ‘Choose to 
Challenge’. This means that we 
can all choose to challenge and call 
out gender bias and inequality and 
choose to seek out and celebrate 
women’s achievements. Thus, 
we can help create an inclusive 
society. Raising your hand is the 
pose for this year. It symbolises a 
commitment to call out inequality, 
call out bias, and question 
stereotypes. 

During the COVID-19 crises, 
women have stood at the front lines 
as health care workers, caregivers, 
innovators, community organizers 
and effective leaders of  countries. 
The crisis has highlighted both the 
centrality of  their contributions 
and the disproportionate burdens 
that women carry. This year, we 
celebrate the tremendous efforts 
by women and girls around the 
world in shaping a more equal 
future and recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sources
1 https://www.internationalwomensday.com/  
2 https://www.un.org/en/observances/womens-day
3 https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/history-behind-international-womens-day
4 https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/life-style/international-womens-day-2021-da te-history-and- 
 importance-of-the-day-7210013/
5 https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/sites/podcasts/files/LearnEnglish-Magazine-International-Womens-Day.pdf
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1. The most successful female sniper in human history, this woman went on to 
rack up 309 confirmed kills in World War II.
2. The world’s first-ever female engineer
3. The first female aviator to fly across the Atlantic Ocean. Tragically, she 
disappeared during a flight 9 years later.
4. This woman was the first female and the first African American to be 
elected attorney general of  California.
5. “The Queen of  Salsa”, this woman became one of  the most prolific 
musicians in Latin America.
6. This woman is one of  the prime examples of  women rising to power in 
India. She  was  known  for  her  political  intransigency  and unprecedented  
centralisation  of   power.

Match some of history’s 
most famous women to their 
accomplishments

A. Amelia Earheart 
B. Celia Cruz 
C. Elisa Zamfirescu 
D. Indira Gandhi 
E. Lyudmila Pavlichenko 
F. Kamala Harris

1. E
2. C
3. A

Answers

4. F
5. B
6. D

Match The Following

The Second Sex
Feminism is for Everybody
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Little Women  
Suffragette
Dear Ijeawele, or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions
Becoming
Game, Set, Match: Billie Jean King and the Revolution in Women’s Sports
The Women’s Suffrage Movement
The Origins of  Others

Simone de Beauvoir
bell hooks

Maya Angelou 
Louisa May Alcott

Emmeline Pankhurst
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Michelle Obama
Susan Ware

Penguin Classics
Toni Morrison

Book Checklist

International Women’s Day Checklist

Hidden Figures
Iron Lady
Carol
Little Women
Seeing Allred
Queen of  Katwe
To Walk Invisible: The Brontë Sisters
RBG

Theodore Melfi
Phyllida Lloyd
Todd Haynes
Greta Gerwig 

Sophie Sartain
Mira Nair

Sally Wainwright
Julie Cohen, Betsy Wests

Movie Checklist


