
class as we remain planted in a seat 
for hours on end was exasperating. 
The strict rigour of  routine left 
no time for other activities. At a 
certain point, all classes seemed to 
blend into one another, creating a 
leaden day that seemed to go on 

forever. For some obscure reason, 
I felt like the lion’s share of  my 
time was spent doing something I 
was largely apathetic about. 

My teacher struggled to get 
through to her students. It was 
visible they were taking notes, 
though they remained largely 
unresponsive. Online classes 
offered us more time to do 
other things while at home, time 
that could be spent studying or 
improving ourselves, and yet I 
still chose to spend it gaming or 
fooling around on the piano or 

Hindi declmation
A recapitulation of  the Hindi 
Declamation Competition.

clarified
The EU lawsuit against Apple, 
explained
Page 4

problem of the week
Can you decode these movie 
titles?
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We have the privilege of  choosing 
how to lose our time by wasting it, 
and that makes us the lucky ones. 
Most people are never going to 
lose time because they never have 
the time to begin with. Their time 
is not truly theirs. Our time here 
is the culmination of  billions 
of  others’ time, and that time 
translates into the potential for us, 
the blessed few, to do incredible 
things with. Unfortunately, when 
other apparently more attractive 
options present themselves and 
impede the utilisation of  that 
potential, we lose out on so many 
things. Time begets opportunities. 
If  we lose even a shred of  it, 
we have no idea of  how many 
opportunities we have lost along 
with it. 

Around this time a year back: 
As I stared at the pale screen, 
my friends’ faces seemed like a 
familiar relief. Despite the tedium 
of  School life and the detachment 
of  online classes, I remained 
resilient and tried to pay attention. 
That was hard. Paying attention, 
especially through a computer 
screen, was particularly hard. 
The teacher had constraints here. 
All of  her pleas to turn on our 
cameras or submit assignments 
were to little avail. It was so easy to 
just switch tabs and watch a show. 
I assume that that is why our tests 
and exams were often erratic in 
their timing, and somewhat easier.

The monotony of  class after 

Vivaan Sood reflects on spending time during the Pandemic

Time Begets Opportunity

(Continued on Page 2)

doing all the things I could not 
do at School such as watching 
sitcoms till 12 AM and eating to 
my heart’s content. 

I immediately reached for my 
phone, thinking I could scroll 
through my social media feed until 
the teacher was done explaining 
the work. Even there however, the 
feed was dominated by accounts 
of  students worldwide talking 
about online school, expressing 
themselves through memes, news 
articles and interviews. Only then 
did the exact enormity of  this 
pandemic strike me. Almost eight 
billion people, including me, were 
trapped at home, with no idea of  
what to do next. When would this 
end? What was I supposed to do 
for the next two months? The 
next six months? The next year? I 
had spent so much time focusing 
on what I could do, that I forgot 
what I could not do, and more 
importantly, what I should do. 

I had so many goals. While half  
of  them went down the drain 
the second we were made to go 
home, I now had time to focus 
on the other half. There were 
people halfway across the world 
who were struggling to cope with 
this situation, their problems only 
exacerbated by the worsening 
state of  the world, and here I was 
scrolling through Reddit without 
the foggiest clue as to what my 
homework was. 

The monotony 
of  class after class 

as we remain 
planted in a seat 
for hours on end 
was exasperating. 

The strict rigour of  
routine left no time 
for other activities
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ls ”kk;n vPNk ugha gksxkA bruh cM+h ikVhZ dk fljs ls 
xk;c gks tkuk fujadq”krk ds fy, jkLrk [kksy ldrk gS 
tks fd Hkkjr tSls ns”k ds fy, vPNk u gksxkA  
gkjk gqvk fotsrk 

oke ekspsZ us dsjy esa bfrgkl jp fn;k] ƒ‹Š‰ ds ckn 
igyh ckj ,slk gqvk gS fd ,d gh ljdkj yxkrkj 
nwljh ckj vkbZ gks ijUrq caxky esa oke dk [kkrk Hkh ugha 
[kqy ik;k] og caxky ftlus ^yky lyke* dks †‡ lky 
ds fy, viuk;k Fkk! blus ,d ckr dks lkQ dj fn;k 
fd oke vc ,d {ks=h; ”kfä jg xbZ gSA ij dsjy esa 
thr oke dh ugha cfYd fiukjkbZ fot;u dh Fkh] dsjy 
esa fiukjkbZ fot;u oke ls cM+s gks x, gSa vkSj oke ds 
ikl ckgj fudyus dk dksbZ jkLrk ugha gSA 
Hkkjrh; jktuhfr ij vlj

eerk cuthZ bu urhtksa ds ckn foi{k dk eq[; psgjk 
cudj mHkjh gSaA f”kolsuk] vkvki vkSj ,ulhih us 
mudks c/kkbZ nh vkSj Vh ,e~ lh dk lkFk Hkh fn;k Fkk] 
bues ls dkQh dkaxzsl ds lg;ksxh ny gSA bu urhtksa 
ds ckn rhljs ekspsZ ds ckjsa esa fopkj fd;k tk jgk gS 
ijUrq dkaxzsl ds fcuk ch ts ih dks gjkuk laHko ugha gSA 
D;ksafd dkaxzsl dk oksV ”k;j vHkh Hkh „å çfr’kr gS] 
;g oksV Hkktik dks gjkus ds fy, t:jh gS fdlh Hkh 
ekspsZ dks dkaxzsl fd vko”;drk gSA ijUrq] dkaxzsl ,d 
xSj&xk¡/kh psgjs dks viuk,xh ugha vkSj Hkkjr dh turk 
dk ewM rks lkQ gh gSA 
ch ts ih ds fy, ;g urhtsa mEehn ls foijhr Fks ijUrq 

vle vkSj iqMqpsjhZ esa thr vkSj caxky esa ^fçafliy 
pSysatj* cudj mHkjuk NksVh ckr ugha gSA 
var esa eSa ;g dgwaxk foi{k dks dqN lk¡l ysus dh txg 

feyh gS loky ;g gS dh og mldk fdruk Qk;nk mBk 
ik,xhA vHkh ds fy, ^[ksyk gkscs* us ^[ksyk ”ks‘k^ ds Åij 
thr gkfly dj yh gSA

As I sit here, one year later: In hindsight, I know 
that I could have done better. Online classes do not 
seem to have an end in sight and that is okay because 
I know that I will have more time to improve myself  
and use my time better. While the spell of  online 
class monotony does not seem to have broken, 
I hope I spend what time I have beyond my class 
hours productively. 

Unfortunately, I have not yet understood what I 
should do - there is no one telling me what I should 
do, and what I should not. Nobody has told me how 
I should spend my time. In those moments, I realize 

the time we use is time that belongs to us and us 
only, and what we chose to do with it is our choice. 
We only have ourselves to check in on us. 

One year later, I know now that there are a number 
of  things I could have done differently. I have been 
rethinking my plans and expectations for the future. 
All this extra time has been the biggest motivator to 
me. This long year has taken away a lot of  things and 
has reminded all of  us that there is an asterisk on 
the future. However, even in that uncertainty, I have 
confidence that we can still do everything we want to 
do because we are gaining the time to lose. 

(Continued from page 1)

ek/kou xqIrk 

[ksyk gkscs!

vxj ;g dksbZ vke pquko gksrk rks bu urhtksa dks 
Hkktik ds fy, vPNk ekuk tkrkA vle esa thr cgqr 
vPNs ladsr çLrqr djrh gS] iqMqpsjh Hkh ,d u;k nf{k.k 
dk bykdk gS tks Hkktik dks çkIr gqvk] vkSj caxky esa … 
ls ‰‰ tkdj eq[; foi{k dh Hkwfedk dks thrk;k ijUrq 
;g dksbZ vke pquko ugha FksA „åƒ‹ esa Hkktik dk ukjk 
Fkk] ^„åƒ‹ esa gkQ] „å„ƒ esa lkQ* tgk¡ „åƒ‹ esa ;g 
ukjk dke dj x;k exj „å„ƒ esa Hkktik lkQ gks x;hA 
eksnh vkSj ”kkg ds v'oes/k ;K ds ?kksM+s dks caxky esa 
jksd fn;k x;k gS vkSj mlh ds lkFk foi{k eerk cuthZ 
esa ,d u;k psgjk ns[k jgk gSA Hkktik dk caxky thrus 
dk liuk pwj&pwj gks x;k ijUrq ;g Hkktik ds nq%[k 
dk eq[; dkj.k ugha gSA r`.kewy dh bl thr ls  foi{k 
dks fQj ls ubZ tku fey xbZ gS vkSj ;g fn[k x;k
fd eksnh&”kkg dks gjk;k Hkh tk ldrk gSA
dkaxzsl

dsjy tgk¡ gj ikap lky lÙkk ifjorZu gksrk gS ogk¡ 
ƒ‹Š‰ ds ckn igyh ckj ,slk gqvk gS fd ,d ljdkj 
yxkrkj nwljh ckj thrh gksA ;g ogh dsjy gS tgk¡ 
jkgqy xk¡/kh us lcls T;knk le; yxk;k Fkk] u`R;&xku 
fd;k] ikuh esa Mqcdh yxkbZ vkSj ;gk¡ rd fd iq”k&vi 
dh ,d çfr;ksfxrk Hkh dh Fkh fQj u tkus thr feyh 
D;ksa ughaA vle esa cn#íhu vtey ls tqM+us dh otg 
ls dkaxzsl us fgUnw oksVksa dks Hkktik dks migkj dh rjg 
ns fn;k vkSj ogk¡ ls Hkh lQk;k djok fy;kA caxky esa 
dkaxzsl [kkrk Hkh ugha [kksy ikbZ vkSj iqMqpsjh esa rks og 
fn[kkbZ gh ugha nhA rfeyukMq esa dkaxzsl dh [kqn ls 
dksbZ igpku ugha gS mldh thr vly esa Mh,eds dh 
thr gS] dkaxzsl ogka ij vlaxr gSA caxky esa oke ekspkZ 
ls nksLrh ls dsjy esa muls yM+kbZ] dkaxzsl gj rjhds ls 
,d cgqr cM+h my>u esa gS] viuh uhfr ls ysdj viuh 
fopkj/kkjk rd] vkSj dy ds urhtksa us ;g crk fn;k 
dh dkaxzsl vxj vius rjhds ugha cnyrh rks ;g ns”k 
lp esa dkaxzsl eqä gks tk;xk tks fd yksdra= dh –f"V 
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Around the World in 80 Words
A train crash caused by the collapse of  a subway in 
Mexico City killed 23 people. German authorities 
closed down a dark web child pornography site with 
over 400,000 members. Former US President Donald 
Trump launched a new “communications” platform 
after his social media ban earlier this year. The Indian 
Premier League Governing Council (IPL GC) and 
Board of  Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in an 
emergency meeting unanimously decided to postpone 
the IPL 2021 season.

Rohan Taneja
Sign of  the Times

To survive, you must tell stories

Umberto Eco

“

Appointments

Publications

Appointments
The following are the appointments for the year 
2021-22.

School Music Captain: Vedant Gattani
School Dance Captain: Advay Sapra
School Orchestra Leader: Aradhya Jain
Choir Leader: Prathham Gupta
Percussion Leader: Harveer Singh Kochar
Popular Band Leaders: Iman Chatterjee and 
Imaad Moonis
Art Secretary: Soham Agarwal
Design and Technology: Shrivar Kanudia
English Dramatics: Lorcan Thomas Conlon
Hindi Dramatics: Soham Agarwal 
Astronomical Society: Arnav Pratap Chaudhary
‘Bharat Vani’ Society: Aditya Saraff  & Keshav 
Tiwari
Film Society: Firas Khullar

Model United Nations
President: Arya Vardhan Gupta
Secretary General: Varyam Gupta
Deputy Secretary General: Rajveer Singh Dhingra
Director General: Jahaan Sahgal
Under Secretary Generals: Archit Oberai and 
Ribhav Bansal

We wish them all fruitful tenures!

Echo 
Editor-in-Chief: Mayank Agarwal
Chief  Designer: Shrivar Kanudia

Grand Slam
Editor-in-Chief: Rajveer Singh Dhingra 
Chief-of-Production: Ribhav Bansal

Infinity
Editor-in-Chief: Varyam Gupta 
Chief-of-Production: Soham Agarwal

Yuv Arpan
Editor-in-Chief: Keshav Tiwari

Congratulations!

Junior English Debating
Secretary: Vivaan Sood
Recording Secretary: Arjun Prakash

School Social Service Secretary: Nishant Pradhhan



4 the doon school weekly

Saturday, May 8 | Issue No. 2606

The European Commission is charging Apple with antitrust violations with regard to its App Store 
policies which the EU has found to be anticompetitive. Following a complaint from the music streaming 
app Spotify in 2019, the EU investigated App Store policy and discovered that it broke a number of  
EU competition laws. The Commission pointed out that Apple enjoyed  the “dominant position in the 
market for the distribution of  music streaming apps through its App Store.”

Two rules in particular seem to be the points of  contention: the mandatory use of  Apple’s in-app 
purchase system (for which Apple charges a 30 percent cut), and a rule forbidding app developers from 
informing users of  other purchasing options outside of  their apps. The EU claims that the 30 percent 
commission fee, or “Apple tax”, forces developers to raise prices for consumers which, in turn, reduces 
demand for the apps themselves and gives Apple’s own apps an unfair advantage.

Companies like Netflix and Spotify have long opposed this so-called Apple tax, but the tech giant has 
maintained that this revenue contributes toward the costs of  maintaining the App Store and enforcing its 
various content, privacy, and security policies. According to the Commission, “Most streaming providers 
passed this fee on to end-users by raising prices”, and “Apple’s rules distort competition in the market for 
music streaming services by raising the costs of  competing music streaming app developers, which, in 
turn, “leads to higher prices for consumers for their in-app music subscriptions on IOS devices.” 

These charges, to which Apple will have to respond within 12 weeks, are only the initial rounds of  
antitrust proceedings against the company. Beyond Apple’s App Store policies related solely to music 
streaming, the Commission plans on pursuing additional cases against Apple’s eBook policies, as well as 
the App Store in general. At a press conference, Margrethe Vestager, the European commissioner stated, 
“This is not the last case we will have when it comes to the App Store” in a press conference.”

If  found guilty, Apple may face fines up to 10 percent of  its annual revenue, which, based on Apple’s 
annual revenue of  $274.5 billion in 2020, amounts to $27 billion. Not only this, but Apple may even have 
to change its business model and App Store policies which will hurt the company far more in the long 
term. 

Over the past year, Apple has made certain concessions in response to the pushback against its policies. 
For instance, the company now lets some video streaming apps bypass the Apple Store cut. Further, it 
has reduced its App Store commission rate to 15% for any developer that earns less than $1 million in 
annual revenue.

Platforms like Apple host thousands of  other businesses. These are called gatekeeper businesses. They 
have been under the special scrutiny of  the EU since they provide services essential to the functioning 
of  millions of  businesses, impacting billions of  people around the world. 

Like Apple, Amazon too has been under the EU scanner – last November, the company was charged 
with unfairly competing against merchants using its retail site.

As part of  its efforts to regulate the functioning of  such companies, the EU has proposed a bill that 
imposes new laws on gatekeeper businesses, one that could open the door to many other regulations 
which would go a long way in ensuring fair competition.

Apple’s Antitrust Violations

Sources

1	 https://www.theverge.com/2021/4/30/22407376/apple-european-union-antitrust-charges-app-store-music-competi	
	 tion-commission-margrethe-vestager
2	 https://www.wsj.com/articles/apple-faces-eu-antitrust-charges-over-app-store-payments-in-spotify-			
	 case-11619777595
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Aditya Agrawal recounts the recently held inter-house Hindi Declamation competition.

Spectacular Speeches

Declamation competitions are always very 
entertaining and when it comes to events as 
competitive as Inter-House competitions, Doscos 
sit on the edges of  their seats. This year, School 
conducted the Inter-House Hindi Declamation 
on Tuesday, April 20. It was heartening to see 
participants not only recite the writings by famous 
authors such as Munshi Premchand, but also 
displayed the courage to present their own speeches 
in front of  the judges. The audience witnessed an 
impressive display of  talent covering various topics 
such as ‘Experience’ (Anubhav), ‘Lessons of  Life’ 
and ‘A Bus Journey’.

In the first round of  self-written pieces, participants 
from Oberoi House and Hyderabad House spoke 
about their experiences and expressed thought-
provoking insights while also providing fantastic 
and very relatable examples about the various 
aspects of  people’s lives. For instance, Kashmir 
House employed an interesting format to express 
their thoughts: a speech written in the format of  a 
letter to a father. The letter recounted a fictional bus 
journey that made the audience laugh but also urged 
them to ponder over important topics such as the 
purpose of  war, animal cruelty, and pollution. 

In the second round, which consisted of  the 
recitation of  pre-written pieces, the Hyderabad 
House contestant spoke about the perks of  falling 
sick and how he, being a healthy person, wished 

to fall sick so that he would become the centre of  
the world when it came to his friends and family. 
Meanwhile, the Tata House speaker presented an 
intriguing topic which looked at dogs from a societal 
perspective. The speaker, while talking about a 
middle-class dog, started identifying features of  class 
inequalities that exist within human societies, things 
that can be viewed by observing dogs. Oberoi House 
recited a beautiful write up by Dr. Arvindanabha 
Shuka which transported the audience back to the 
days of  Mr. John Martyn. Jaipur House also put 
up a brilliant show as the participant recited the 
famous “Bade Bhai Sahib’’ by Premchand, driving the 
audience not only to laughter in moments of  irony, 
but also to reflect on topics such as the faults within 
the education system.

After the competition, words of  admiration and 
encouragement were spoken by the Headmaster, who 
also announced the individual and House positions. 
This being my first declamation competition, I 
was awestruck by the level of  participation and 
excitement that the Inter House Hindi Declamation 
Competition generated. The participants had a sense 
of  confidence in the way they carried themselves 
and boldly recited their pieces, something that is 
unusual for students of  their age. All in all, the event 
was a resounding success, and I am already looking 
forward to the one next year!

Abhishek Shukla recounts his first 15 days as a Dosco

New Beginnings
I have waited to become a Dosco for seven years. 
Over the past two weeks as a Dosco, I have had a 
lot of  cheerful and exciting moments with my new 
teachers and friends, even though everything is 
online. After the first day, we were offered an amazing 
opportunity to participate in a ‘make a short film’ 
workshop organized by Daly College. As soon as I 
heard about this workshop, I knew I just had to be a 
part of  it because both filmmaking and photography 
interest me. So I joined in and was greeted by the 
perfect team for it. As I worked on this project, I 
went through the initial stages of  being a student 
at Chandbagh, which were amazing. What I did not 
know, however, was that it was not at all easy to be 
a student here. As the third day rolled in, we were 

loaded with assignments. Though it was difficult to 
do them, the supportive teachers and friends helped 
us with these assignments. Despite this, my anxieties 
were only compounded when, after a week and some 
days, our filmmaking team was done with our short 
film and had  to submit it, all the while wondering if  
the judges would consider our film for the various 
prizes the competition offered. Honestly, my team 
and I did not think our film was too bad! Still, it was 
a surprise when our film was accepted by the judges 
and they replied telling us that it was a brilliant film. 
These past 15 days have been the best days of  my 
life and I am looking forward to spending not just 
the whole year, but also the next six years of  my 
School life as a Dosco.

New Voices
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Problem of the Week

What Have You Been Reading 
During The Lockdown

What Have You Been Watching 
During The Lockdown

Looking For Alaska follows the life of  Miles Halter as 
he decides to leave his uneventful life in Florida to 
“seek a Great Perhaps” at Culver Creek, a boarding 
school in Alabama where he meets Takumi, Alaska 
Young and the poverty-soaked genius ‘The Colonel’. 
Their year at Culver Creek is studded with pranks 
with ‘The Colonel’ as the military styled planner 
and Alaska as the larger-than-life creative force. Life 
seems quite normal until eventually, tragedy strikes. 
A book of  mystery, depth, love and the sense of  
living on the edge, it is immensely captivating and a 
must-read for all! 

-Anshul Khakhar

Brooklyn 99 is a Netflix series which revolves around 
detective Jake Peralta and his lovable squad working 
at the 99th police precinct in Brooklyn. Things 
change as the squad gets the new, no-nonsense, 
stern commanding officer Capt. Raymond Holt, 
forcing the entire precinct to mature. The audience 
also sees a dramatic change in the relationhips 
between squad members and how they stand with 
each other through thick and thin and at the end of  
the day, call themselves a family.

-Aditya Agrawal

Looking for Alaska (13 +)
Author: John Green

Brooklyn 99 (14 +)
Director: Claire Scanlon

Answers
1. The Matrix
2. Signs
3. The Fireball 
4. Duck Soup 

Which movies do these signs 
depict?
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